[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Women’s Caucus Members and anyone interested in joining,

Thanks to all our members for their contributions and continuing efforts over the past year.  We especially want to thank Miriam Wallace for stepping in as acting co-chair during the Vancouver conference.

We’re now looking forward to an exciting spring meeting in San Antonio.  As in past years, the Women’s Caucus will be holding a breakfast business meeting and a luncheon, co-hosting a cash bar, and sponsoring three panels.  While the caucus regularly sponsors sessions devoted to scholarly and professional issues, new this year is a panel explicitly focused on pedagogy.  Details for all three sessions are below, so we hope you will be able to join us!

If you have ideas, questions, items to suggest for the business meeting, or anything else related to the Women’s Caucus, we would love to hear from you.  In addition, please note that 2012 marks the end of Shawn’s three-year term as co-chair.  If you are interested in serving as a Women’s Caucus co-chair, please contact Shawn or Jill as soon as possible.  We will elect our new co-chair at the Women’s Caucus luncheon on Saturday.  

Women’s Caucus Business Meeting: Saturday at 7 a.m.
Set your alarms for an early start on Saturday morning, and we’ll provide breakfast.  Last year caucus members discussed a number of key issues, including ongoing revisions of our prize descriptions, outreach to younger scholars, and updating our website and communication networks.  We also launched plans for a masquerade ball fundraiser! At the upcoming meeting we would like to discuss the current needs of our membership so that we can determine how best to target caucus energies and resources in the coming years.  If you are interested in any of these projects, or have ideas about what the caucus might do, please come to this meeting!

Women’s Caucus Luncheon: Saturday 12:30 to 2 p.m.
As members know, the Women’s Caucus luncheon provides wonderful opportunities for lively conversation, networking, and community building.  Here is where we will relay important caucus news, choose our sessions for 2013, and celebrate the winners of the prizes sponsored by the Women’s Caucus.  If you have never attended a Women’s Caucus lunch, now is your chance!  If you are regular attendee, bring a friend! 

Please note that tickets for the lunch need to be purchased in advance via the ASECS registration form.  (Please indicate if you have any special meal-related needs.)  Don’t forget to bring your ticket to lunch.  

In addition, the Women’s Caucus will be one of the co-sponsors of the Cash Bar on Friday at 8 p.m. following the concert.  

Prizes
The Women’s Caucus currently supports three prizes: an Editing and Translation Prize, the Emilie Du Chatelet Award (for independent or adjunct scholars), and the Macaulay Prize (for the best graduate student essay presented at the ASECS, or ASECS affiliate, meeting).  Please note that both the Du Chatelet and Macaulay Prize descriptions have been revised, and the Macaulay Prize amount increased.  Please see the ASECS website for full description of these awards:  http://asecs.press.jhu.edu/awards.html

Please mark your calendars for the following Women’s Caucus Panels:

Thursday, 4:15 to 5:45 p.m. (Session 72):  Women’s Caucus Professional Panel

“Hard Times: Women Scholars and the Dynamics of Economic Recession” (Rountable)
Chair: Christine CLARK-EVANS, Pennsylvania State University & Linda ZIONKOWSKI, 
Ohio University

1. Julie C. HAYES, University of Massachusetts Amherst
2. Catherine INGRASSIA, Virginia Commonwealth University
3. Cynthia KLEKAR, Western Michigan University 

Friday, 9:45 to 11:15 a.m. (Session 107): Women’s Caucus Education Panel

“Let’s Get Engaged! Can Teaching Early Modern Women in the Twenty-First Century Be Relevant?”
Chair: Peggy SCHALLER, Georgia College and State University

1. Paula BACKSCHEIDER, Auburn University, “Paradigms of Romance from Early Modern Women to Today’s Films and Texts”
2. Laura THOMASON, Macon State College, “The Marriage Game: The Rules, Risks, and Rhetoric of Eighteenth-Century Marriage”
3. Elizabeth ZOLD, Illinois State University, “Virtual Travel in Second Life: Understanding Early Women’s Travelogues through Experiential Learning”

Saturday, 2 to 3:30 p.m. (Session 189): Women’s Caucus Scholarly Panel

“Gender, Sex, Species: Women and Other Animals”
Chair: Rivka SWENSON, Virginia Commonwealth University

1. Lucinda COLE, University of Southern Maine, “The Dog, the Slut, and the Flea: Or, How Parasites Ate My Binaries”
2. Stephen GREGG, Bath Spa University, “Jades and Jewels: Defoe, Women, and Horses”
3. Angela HUNTER, University of Arkansas, Little Rock, “Gender, Sex, Species: Fighting the Sex Wars One Analogy at a Time in Louise Dupin’s Feminist Work on Women”
4. Christine CLARK-EVANS, Pennsylvania State University, “‘Fever’: The Comparative Sexual Physiology of Desire and Appetite in D’Aumont’s ‘Generation’ (Enc., VII, 555-568)”
5. Adela RAMOS, Pacific Lutheran University, “Species Thinking: Animals, Women, and Literary Form in Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights of Woman”
6. Kate SINGER, Mount Holyoke College, “Animal Utterances: Mary Robinson, Women’s Parroting, and Idiocy in Lyrical Tales”


We look forward to seeing you in San Antonio in March!

Jill Campbell and Shawn Maurer
Co-Chairs, Women’s Caucus
jill.campbell@yale.edu
smaurer@holycross.edu
