Call for Papers

38th ASECS Annual Meeting

33rd SEASECS Annual Meeting

 Atlanta, GA

March 22 – 25, 2007
Proposals for papers should be sent directly to the seminar chairs no later than 15 September 2006. Please include your telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address.  You should also let the session chair know of any audio-visual needs. We actively encourage presentations by younger and untenured scholars. 

Seminar chairs are reminded that all papers received up to the deadline should be considered.  Please do not announce that the panel is closed prior to the 15 September deadline.  Chairs have until 30 September to send the names of participants, their e-mail addresses and the titles of their papers to the ASECS Business Office (asecs@wfu.edu) (Fax: 336-727-4697)

The Society’s rules permit members to present only one paper at the meeting.  Members may, in addition to presenting a paper, serve as a session chair, a respondent, or a panel discussant, but they may not present a paper in those sessions they also chair.  
Please be reminded that If you submit a paper proposal to more than one session, you should notify all the chairs to which you have made a submission.  If you fail to notify the session chairs, they will have the right to decide between themselves in which session the paper will be presented or if the paper will be excluded entirely.

Participants in SEASECS sessions must be SEASCS members.   

All participants must be members in good standing of ASECS or a constituent society of

ISECS.  Membership must be current as of December 1 in order to receive pre-registration materials. Those members of constituent societies of ISECS MUST furnish a snail mail address to asecs@wfu.edu to receive pre-registration materials. 
“Theorizing Violence:  Interpretations by Women of the Long Eighteenth Century” (The Aphra Behn Society for Women in the Arts, 1660-1830) Aleksondra Hultquist, U. of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign; Dept. of English, 608 South Wright St., Urbana IL 61801; Tel: 217/390-3797; Fax: 217/333-4321; E-mail: hultquis@uiuc.edu

Although an age of civility, the Enlightenment is shadowed by barbaric acts and practices of violence including domestic abuse; slavery and the slave trade; rampant, commercial warfare; piracy; public executions; violent crime; dueling and corporal punishment in schools.  This panel seeks to explore the ways in which women of the long eighteenth century understood violence as represented in their writings, art or experience.  How do these responses fit into discussions of civility and enlightenment?  What role does gender play in the interpretation of violence, and what might we add to our knowledge of the long eighteenth century by analyzing women’s response to violence?  To what extent do women register resistance to practices of violence?  Are there significant differences in their responses to public versus private violence?  What strategies or frames of reference do they use to reconcile violence in their lives and art?  The panel seeks to raise questions and offer tentative theses about the ways in which eighteenth-century women theorize violence with the hope and expectation that there will be a variety of responses. Please submit 500 word abstracts for 20-minute papers. 
“Burney and Her Literary Heirs”  (The Burney Society)  Marilyn Francus, Dept. of English, West Virginia U. 230 Stansbury Hall, P.O. Box 6296, Morgantown, WV, 26506; Tel: 304/293-3107; Fax: 304/w93-5380; E-mail: Marilyn.Francus@mail.wvu.edu

We welcome papers that reconsider Burney's location in literary history, as well as papers that use Burney's career as a means to rethink the labels often used to characterize late eighteenth-century literature (such as "the Age of Johnson", "the Age of Sensibility" and so on)

“Historicizing New Historicism” (Cultural Studies Caucus) (Roundtable) Laura J. Rosenthal, English Dept. U. of Maryland, Susquehanna Hall, College Park, MD 20742 or 4628 Chestnut Street, Bethesda, MD 20814; Tel: 301/405-3825; E-mail: lrosent1@umd.edu

This roundtable discussion will address the impact of New Historicism on eighteenth-century studies and the future of historicism. While gaining initial prominence in early modern studies, New Historicism profoundly changed eighteenth-century studies, competing with traditional forms of historicism and complicating more purely theoretical or formal approaches. How productive have these changes been and what kinds of issues and questions have fallen by the wayside?  What kinds of forces, pressures, and conflicts did New Historicism emerge from, and how have these conditions changed? How has the historical turn in criticism shaped the public perception of the humanities? What new directions might address the limits of New Historicism?  All perspectives and strategies, both theoretical and practical, are welcome. Please send brief abstracts for 10-15 minute presentations. 

“Cultural Networks” (Early Caribbean Society) Thomas W. Krise, 2001 Cove Trail, Winter Park, FL, 32789; Tel: 407/628-1514; Fax: 407/823-3300; E-mail: krisetw@hotmail.com

This proposal is for the Early Caribbean Society and seeks papers that connect 


the Caribbean to networks throughout the English-speaking Atlantic world.  For 


each of the past 4 years, ASECS has sponsored panels hosted by the ECS on a 


range of topics connected in some way to the British colonies in the West Indies 


and the wide network of associations spawned by the sugar and slave system of 


the region.  This panel follows in that tradition, seeking paper proposals that 


deal with any aspect of the Caribbean, however tangential.

“Approaches to Pedagogy” (Enlightenment Perspectives on Contemporary Culture: New Lights Forum) Arlene Wilner, Rider U., 2083 Lawrenceville Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648; Tel: 609/895-5567; Fax:  609/896-5212; E-mail:  wilner@rider.edu
The purpose of this forum is to air innovative and imaginative ideas for making connections between ideas that define the Enlightenment—in literature,

art and architecture, politics, philosophy, and history of science—and twenty-first century perspectives and issues. The New Lights forum at ASECS 2006

attracted a number of high-quality proposals of this sort, and most could not be shared within the confines of a single panel. This proposal, with its


pedagogy underpinning, would complement the more traditional research-only 


emphasis being proposed by Robert Mode for his New Lights panel. Because 


of the natural tendency of undergraduates to seek “relevance” in their courses, 


this panel has direct implications for curriculum design. Together, the


two New Lights panels would have cross-disciplinary appeal for attendees 


interested in new research avenues and in creative possibilities for linking


research and teaching.

LCD projector and screen desirable; overhead projector
"Pathways to Modernity - Research Paralleling Eighteenth-Century/Twenty-First-Century Culture"  (Enlightenment Perspectives on Contemporary Culture: New Lights Forum) Robert Mode, Art & Art History, Vanderbilt U., Nashville, TN; 37235, Tel: 615/322-2831; Fax: 615/343-3786;

E-mail:  robert.mode@vanderbilt.edu

This will be an interdisciplinary session open to all - last year's version drew 


proposals chiefly connected to art history, English literature, French history, 


and philosophy among others.  A limited number of papers will be selected so as 


to facilitate more discussion & interaction related to cross-cultural interests.

LCD projector and screen
“Subreption. The Secret Lives of an Idea in Eighteenth-Century Literature and Philosophy in the Wake of Kant” (German Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) (Deutsche Gesellschaft für die Erforschung des 18. Jahrhunderts) (DGEJ) Uta Degner, Freie Universität, Gleimstr. 51 – D – 10437,  Berlin, Germany; Tel: +49) 30 6156191; Fax: +49) 30 6156191; E-mail: utadeg@zedat.fu-berlin.de

In his third Critique, Kant explains the sublime experience of nature in terms of “subreption”, the mistaking of a subjective feeling for an objective reality. Although subreption can be understood as a central term of the Kantian revolution, its impact on the literary and philosophical discourse of Kant's time remains largely underexplored. This panel brings together speakers illuminating the secret lives of subreption in the wake of Kant, especially in the fields of aesthetics and poetics: Where and how does subreption condition or enable aesthetic experiences? To what extent can it be understood as a basic mode of imagination? And how does the (un)awareness for the subreptive “naturalization” transform aesthetic narration?
 
“Cultural Transfer through Translation” (German Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) Stefanie Stockhorst, Lehrstuhl für Europäische Kulturgeschichte, Universität Augsburg, Universitätsstr. 10, 86159, Augsburg, Germany, Tel: 01149 (0)821/598-5629; E-mail: stefanie.stockhorst@phil.uni-augsburg.de

Intellectual activity during the long eighteenth century involved multiple border crossings in the regional, disciplinary and medial sense. In this context, translations played a fundamental role as a medium of cross-cultural exchange. The process of translation put enlightened thought into circulation in a way that multiplied its impact in the target culture. Its outcome also acted as a point of departure for further, original developments. Hence, the objective of this panel is to examine how and to which extent translations contributed both to the standardisation of certain ideas and values as key concepts of the enlightenment and to the stimulation of national specifications. Its focus lies on the aspects of selection, transformation, and impact. Proposals for both specific case studies and theoretical investigations are equally welcome.
Overhead Projector 
“Publishing” (Graduate Student Caucus) (Roundtable) Crystal Lake, Dept. of English, U. of Missouri; E-mail: cblvf2@mizzou.edu
This roundtable panel will feature editors of various eighteenth-century-oriented journals who will dispense advice to graduate students and junior scholars about publishing.
“The Eighteenth Century and the Life and Death of Theory” (Graduate Student Caucus) Crystal Lake, Dept. of English, U. of Missouri; E-mail: cblvf2@mizzou.edu
The sentiment that “theory is dead” has become commonplace; it seems as if everyone is debating about whether theory is either about to die, has died, or will never die. Significantly, the long eighteenth century itself has often figured importantly in theoretical texts as a crucial turning point for Marxists, Feminists, Postcolonialists, and others. This panel invites papers that address the life and death of theory specifically with regards to eighteenth-century studies that investigate the following, or similar, questions: How have eighteenth-century texts been theoretically rendered and how has the study of the eighteenth-century contributed to emerging (or declining) theoretical perspectives? What theoretical insights can eighteenth-century texts and studies still offer? In short: how has theory shaped the eighteenth century? How has the eighteenth-century shaped theory? This panel especially invites presentations from graduate students and junior faculty.

“Nationalism and Visual Culture in the Long Eighteenth Century”(Historians of Eighteenth-Century Art and Architecture) Tara Zanardi, Roger Williams U., School of Architecture, Art and Historic Preservation, One Old Ferry Road, Bristol, RI 02809; Tel: 401/254-5338; E-mail: tarazanardi@yahoo.com
The eighteenth century is a key moment in the development and spread of nationalistic sentiments in Europe and abroad.  As borders became less fluid and nation-states were defined, artists responded to such highly-charged attitudes in multifaceted ways. This session seeks to explore the politics of national identity and the intersection of national identity and the arts during the long eighteenth century. How did artists and architects strategically deploy nationalistic ideas or critically question the relationship between nationalism and identity? How did artistic and architectural expression help “invent” national identities (either one’s own or another’s)? What were the shared values and means of cultural expression that defined nations? What distinctions existed between local vs. national identities? Papers treating these issues/questions, among others, are encouraged. 

two slide projectors and screen; digital projector


“The "Arts" of Leisure in the Long Eighteenth Century” (Historians of Eighteenth-Century Art and Architecture) Gil R. Smith, 309 Campbell Building, Eastern Kentucky U., Richmond, KY  40475-3102; Tel: 859/622-1632; Fax: 859/622-6509; E-mail: gil.smith@eku.edu
The topic of leisure could be as polemical as any other in the eighteenth century and as open to interpretation across the full range of the arts, from literature, to music, to the figural arts and architecture.  The Classical ideal of leisure, as a privilege of the aristocracy who considered work beneath them, was giving ground in this century, as it
had in antiquity, to the work ethic of the under classes during the nascent Industrial Revolution.  The distinction between leisured- and working-classes that had once been used to legitimize the exclusion of the latter from power was no longer so distinct now that wealth and its privileges were being usurped by the power of capital.  This session

invites papers from all disciplines where leisure is an issue, and that provide new insights into the shifting landscape of leisure during the period.  Papers which focus on class issues in particular with respect to the creative and performing arts will have precedence.
2 Slide Projectors and LCD Projector
“Time and Reason in Johann Gottfried Herder's Thinking” (International Herder Society) Hans Adler, Dept. of German; U. of Wisconsin; 1220 Linden Drive; Madison, WI 53706; Tel:  608/262-2193; Fax: 608/262-7949; E-mail: hadler@wisc.edu
It is well-known that J.G. Herder's approach to nature and culture was a historical, 'historicist,' and anthropological one. It is not so well-known, however, how this 'temporalization' and anthropologicalization affects the different layers and dimensions of his thinking. He did, e.g., not accept the concept of transcendentalism in the Kantian version because of it's ahistoricity on the one hand and its anthropological inappropriateness on the other. He rejected the idea of a soul without a body, thus claiming the necessity of transience of the 'commerce between body and soul.' The theologian Herder brought into contact history and a 'world beyond,' thus connecting time/history and eternity. Reason, for Herder, was not a given or an unalterable power/faculty of the human being, but itself permanently changing-reason as a process, a procedure, a dynamic force that defies any standstill. The radical historicization of reason in Herder's thinking has the quality of a true paradigm shift (forcefully attacked and suppressed already in Herder's lifetime) during the German Enlightenment/Aufklärung - still challenging our ideas of Enlightenment as an important part of our heritage.  
“Critical Race Theory and the Eighteenth Century” (Ibero-American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) Karen Stolley, Dept. of Spanish and Portuguese, Callaway 501N , Emory U., Atlanta, GA 30322; Tel: 404/727-0857; E-mail: kstolle@emory.edu 

A number of recent works address the question of race in the eighteenth century, among them Carrera's Imagining Identity in New Spain: Race, Lineage, and the Colonial Body in Portraiture and Casta Paintings and Wheeler's The Complexion of Race: Categories of Difference in Eighteenth-Century British Culture. This session proposes an exploration of critical race theory and the eighteenth century, both in the context of the construction of race in eighteenth century texts and the place (or absence) of the eighteenth century in the articulation of nineteenth and twentieth century critical race theories.  How does a diachronic analysis change when the eighteenth century is taken into account?  What can transatlantic or hemispheric studies add to this discussion?  How does race figure in eighteenth-century encyclopedias and dictionaries?  We are particularly interested in choosing papers that -- in dialogue with each other and with the critical race theory -- will reflect a diverse selection of genres, disciplines and national traditions. 
"Irish Connections with the Continent" (Irish Studies Caucus) Sean D. Moore, Dept. of English, U. of New Hampshire, Hamilton Smith Hall, 95 Main Street, Durham, NH 03824-3574; Tel: 603/862-3827; Fax: 603/862-3827; E-mail:  sean@unh.edu 
Eighteenth-Century Ireland is often discussed in America strictly for the cultural production of either the Anglo-Irish or the Irish-speaking "Hidden Ireland."  The comparative work of those working on the multilingual and international connections of Ireland with Europe, however, has been less visible.  Panel proposals are solicited on Irish connections with the Continent in the long eighteenth century.  Projects discussing the trade in books with European writers and printers, Irish students and educators abroad, the Wild Geese, foreign military recruiting in Ireland, legal and illicit commerce and piracy, and domestic appropriation of Continental taste, manners, and etiquette will receive special consideration.  However, any and all papers exploring links between Ireland and Europe are welcome.
“Gender and the Irish Eighteenth Century” (Irish Studies Caucus) Sean D. Moore, Dept. of English, U. of New Hampshire, Hamilton Smith Hall, 95 Main Street, Durham, NH 03824-3574; Tel: 603/862-3827; Fax: 603/862-3827; E-mail:  sean@unh.edu
Many of the most fruitful recent interventions in studies of the Irish eighteenth century have concerned gender and sexuality.  This panel will consider the construction of masculinity, femininity, and the analogous relationship of biological and cultural reproduction in Eighteenth Century Ireland.  Papers are solicited that examine women writers, the construction of gender by male writers, the gendering of literary labour and the public/private spheres, colonialism, marriage, and biological/literary paternity.  All projects on this theme, however, will be entertained.

“Pedagogies: Theory and Practice in Eighteenth-Century Germany”  (International Lenz Society) Patricia Anne Simpson, Dept. of Modern Languages and Literatures, P.O. Box 172980, MSU-Bozeman, Bozeman, MT 59717-2980; Tel: 406/994-6446; Fax: 406/994-6199; E-Mail: psimpson@montana.edu

1-2 page proposals are invited on theories of instruction, pedagogical


practices, and their relationship to literature, culture, and social


thought in eighteenth-century Germany. The International Lenz Society


especially welcomes a variety of interdisciplinary approaches to this


topic. Pedagogy, broadly construed, can encompass a range of


interpretations and focal points, from theories of education to Fichte's


early thoughts on the upbringing of a nation, from the role of the


private tutor to the visual arts as allegories of virtue, from Lessing's


and Schiller's theories of the educability of humankind, to


gender-specific means of instruction, seduction, or persuasion. Pedagogy


as a theme can also accommodate concepts of family, childhood, and


parental roles. E-mail submissions preferred.

“Aesthetics and Eroticism” (Lesbian & Gay Caucus) Derrick Miller Grinnell College,  Box K5, Grinnell College, Grinnell, IA 50112; Tel: 641/ 236-3238; Email:  millerde@grinnell.edu  and Aurora Wolfgang, California State U., San Bernardino
While the aesthetics of the late eighteenth century often eschewed erotic expression, artists of the earlier part of the century allowed, even cultivated, a space for eroticism in aesthetic contemplation. This panel seeks to explore the intersections and divergences of aesthetics and eroticism in their various articulations throughout the eighteenth century and across media and national borders.

"Building Community in Queer Eighteenth-Century Studies"  (Lesbian & Gay Caucus) (Roundtable)  Aurora Wolfgang, California State U., San Bernardino, E-mail: aurora@csusb.edu and Derrick Miller, Grinnell College

This session aims to encourage creative connections between queer/LGBT studies and eighteenth-century studies. We thus invite scholarly papers that address the challenges, successes, and possible future directions of queer eighteenth-century scholars as they stake out new sites for study (and revisit old territory). What sorts of queer community already exist? How do we bring interested others into our conversations and debates? What areas of interdisciplinary collaboration might be possible? How do we mentor others wishing to enter into queer eighteenth-century studies?

“Mozart after 250” (Mozart Society) Isabelle Emerson, Dept. of Music, U. of

Nevada, Las Vegas, NV  89154-5025; Fax: 702/895 4239; E-mail: isabelle.emerson@unlv.edu
Celebrations during 2006 of Mozart's 250th birthday have taken many forms—some humble, some grandiose—and have involved a number of non-musical as well as musical disciplines. Have these various events influenced Mozart studies, performance, reception of the music, the image of the composer? Papers may address any aspect of this question.

CD player and an overhead projector.

“Goethe’s Stage and Staging Goethe” (The Goethe Society of North America) Peter Höyng, Emory U., Dept. of German Studies, 637 Asbury Circle, Atlanta, GA 30322; Tel:  404/727-6439; Fax: 404/727-2903; E-mail: phoeyng@emory.edu 

Goethe served as theater director for more than 25 years in Weimar (1791-1816). 

During his long reign, he not only was instrumental in the selection of plays, but also often in all aspects of staging a particular theater and opera production, i.e., finances, costumes, stage design, and acting practices. While very active as theater director, Goethe was not very interested in staging his own plays. These and others aspects as theater director still remain a relatively underdeveloped area of Goethe scholarship. Therefore, papers that address acting practices, stage design, particular theater and/or opera productions, the close-knit network of actors and actresses with Weimar’s intellectual elite, issues of censorship, canon formation, gender politics and the interdependence of staging and theatrical aesthetics are welcome.

PowerPoint and/or slides
"Multi-Ethnic European Cities in the Eighteenth Century" (Northeast American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) Edward T. Larkin, Dept. of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures; U. of New Hampshire, Murkland Hall, Durham, N. H. 03824; E-mail:  etl@cisunix.unh.edu

Emerging out of previous NEASECS panels on the city in the Eighteenth Century, this 

panel invites contributions that will examine the multi-ethnic dimension of city life in 

European cities of the period.  This may take the form of a historical analysis of a group 

or groups within a city, or the representation of multi-ethnicity in  a work of fiction or a 

work of art or music or philosophy.  One might also examine texts by travelers to multi-

ethnic cities.  One could ask about the representation of the ethnic group, the perceived 

educability to the norms of the dominant culture, or the fears that such groups might have 

instilled.  One could perhaps use current theoretical writings on cultural studies to 

illuminate a text of the period.  

“Colliding Worlds: Eighteenth-Century Writers and Twenty-First-Century Readers” (Northwest Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) Kenneth J. Ericksen,  Linfield College, 900 SE Baker Street, McMinnville, OR 97128; Tel: 503/883-2210; 
Fax:  503/883-2215; E-mail:  kjericks@linfield.edu 

Papers should deal with ways in which twenty-first century eyes attempt to see and interpret eighteenth century texts.  How do twenty-first century lenses hinder, aid, or neutralize our attempts to understand the past? What sorts of responsibilities are in play, or should be in play, here? 
“Rousseau and Materialism” (Rousseau Association) Byron R. Wells, Dept. of Romance Languages, Wake Forest U., Box 7867, Winston-Salem, NC 27109; Tel: 336/727-4694; Fax: 336-727-4697; E-mail: wells@wfu.edu
“Stars that Rise, Stars that Shine, Stars that Go Nova, and Stars that Fall:  Assessing the Emergence, Status, Influence, Contributions, Careers, Mischief, Reception, and Aftershocks of 'Celebrity Scholars' during All Eras of Eighteenth-Century Studies”  (South Central Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) Kevin L. Cope, Dept. of English, Louisiana State U., Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803; Tel.: 225/766-2719; Fax: 225/766-4616; E-mail: PLUSHTOY@BELLSOUTH.NET or ENCOPE@LSU.EDU
“England, Scotland, and the Union of 1707” (Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies Society) David Radcliffe, Dept. of English, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA 24061; E-mail: drad@vt.edu
On the occasion of the 300th anniversary of the Union of Parliaments that gave birth to Great Britain, papers are invited on the Union's historical, economic, and cultural dimensions as well as on the effects of the Union on the course of eighteenth-century British history.  

“Publishing and Provincialism” (Society for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publishing-SHARP) Giles Bergel, 11 Winns Terrace, London, E17 5EJ Tel: (0) 208 531 4827); E-mail: g.e.bergel@qmul.ac.uk 

Book historians have long recognized the importance of the eighteenth century in the growth of print culture in Britain, of which printing and other activities of the book trade in the 'provinces' has been perhaps the most characteristic feature. This panel will explore how far the category of the provincial can be imagined through the organization of the book trade. Topics might include the distribution of the inputs and outputs of the printing trade from  - or apart from - the metropolis; the development of book trade networks, communities and identities; provincial voices in print; and the publication of discourses of the provincial and the metropolitan. Papers that contest a print-centered model of the book trade, or place the British experience in a comparative or an international context would be particularly welcome. 
“Transatlantic, Transnational Early America” (Society of Early Americanists) Lisa Logan, P.O. Box 1994, Women's Studies Program, U. of Central Florida, Orlando, FL  32816-1994; Tel: 407/823-6502; Fax: 407/823-3603; E-mail: lmlogan@mail.ucf.edu 
Papers from interdisciplinary perspectives on eighteenth-century American topics 
in transatlantic and/or transnational contexts.  Organizers welcome papers that consider how modern or postmodern transnational theories impact our study of eighteenth-century topics.
“Early America/Early Americanists in the Archives”(Society of Early Americanists) Lisa Logan, P.O. Box 1994, Women's Studies Program, U. of Central Florida, Orlando, FL  32816-1994; Tel: 407/823-6502; Fax: 407/823-3603; E-mail: lmlogan@mail.ucf.edu 
Papers on any topic related to archival research in  eighteenth-century American studies, including twenty-first century perspectives on archival research.  All disciplines encouraged. 
“Situating the ‘Literary” in Eighteenth-Century France (Society for Eighteenth-Century French Studies) Anne Vila, 249 Warren St., Needham, MA 02492; Tel: 781/449-9722; E-mail: acvila@wisc.edu

This seminar is designed to explore the notion and nature of the “literary" in 

eighteenth-century France.  Papers may focus on any of the following: the ways in which genres were framed and circulated in relation to contemporary audiences: for example, the variously public, variously private modes of production and dissemination of theatrical works; the status of authors: the role of gender, class, regional identity, and emerging ideas about literature as a profession; the publishing history of a particular literary work; notions of the "public" for a given genre or writing;  the role of print culture in the formation of disciplines--including the sciences--and in the establishment of literary canons; the evolving relationship between literature and literary criticism; early modern versions of "information technology"; developments in the history of book production, publication, distribution, collecting, or reading; and translation--between national canons, and between genres.
SLIDE PROJECTOR OR LCD PROJECTOR

“Responses to the Terror” (Germaine de Staël Society for Revolutionary and Romantic Studies) Karyna Szmurlo , College of Architecture, Arts & Humanities, 505 Strode Tower, Clemson U., Clemson, SC 29634; Tel: 864/656-3393/2626; Fax: 864/656-0258; E-mail: skaryna@CLEMSON.EDU
We invite papers on the reactions to the Terror in politics, literature, art, and private life. We are particularly interested in the recognition of the performative potential of emotions as a leading force in the response to violence.


Proposals may include, but should not be limited to, the following: linguistic or iconic readings of coded/uncoded reactions to the terror; specific inexplicable failures to respond; transpositions of violence; psychoanalytical readings of emotional suffering; comparative historical studies of the interrelation of emotions and political regimes. Work based on caricature, song lyrics and journalism is particularly germane.


Of particular interest to our Society are responses of women writers to presumably “emotionless” regimes (e.g. the Terror of the French Revolution or the Napoleonic regime), which might be expressed in developing a “culture of interiority” or the construction of emotional refuges (salons, clubs, museums, women's periodicals, private correspondences, etc.);  or possibly even in their creation of a body of literary idealism at odds with the masculine response (e.g. Staël’s or Sand’s responses to the “mal du siècle”).
“Un poète, c'est de Voltaire: Voltaire et la poésie de son siècle / Voltaire and the Poetry of His Time” (Voltaire Society of America) Jack Iverson, Whitman College, Walla Walla, WA 99362; Tel: 509/526-4750; Fax: 509/527-5039; E-mail:  iversojr@whitman.edu

This bilingual session (English and French) will focus on a vital but sometimes 

neglected portion of eighteenth-century literary production in France. Papers might 

address Voltaire's poetry, poetry by his contemporaries, relations between Voltaire and 

other poets, and/or poetic controversies. 

“Recent Research on Voltaire” (Voltaire Society of America) J. Patrick Lee, Box VPAA, Barry U., 11300 NE Second Avenue, Miami Shores, FL 33161; Tel.: 305/899-3020; Fax: 305/899-3206; E-mail: jplee@mail.barry.edu

As in the past, this session seeks papers on all aspects of Voltaire.


“The Wedding Night in Eighteenth-Century Society and Literature” (Women’s Caucus)  Mary Trouille, Dept. of Foreign Languages, Illinois State U., E-mail: mstroui@ilstu.edu 

E-mail submission preferred.

Ideally the session will be an interdisciplinary panel consisting of an art historian, a social historian, and two literary scholars.

Slide projector

“The Beauty Myth: Managing the Body in the Classroom” (Roundtable) (Women’s Caucus) Cynthia Richards, Dept. of English, Wittenberg U., E-mail: crichards@wittenberg.edu
Once upon a time, one could have imagined a fairly simple script for the feminist body in the classroom: one need only to resist those conventional notions of beauty predicated upon male hetereosexual desire in order to claim greater authority in the classroom. In practical terms, this script often meant neutralizing the body in the classroom, rendering it invisible or irrelevant, ​as indistinguishable from those of our male counterparts as possible. Yet resisting “beauty “proved far from simple, if only in how it reproduced the masculine body as the normative one. 

This roundtable discussion will explore the various ways in which the body is managed in the contemporary classroom and the complexity of strategies by which female voice and authority is claimed (or not) vis-à-vis the body. Papers might examine how these issues impact the professor, the graduate student, and/or the undergraduate and of course, the complex negotiations between these various bodies in the classroom. 
“Gwin Kolb in Memoriam: Eighteenth-Century Studies and the University of Chicago” (The Johnson Society of the Central Region) Robert DeMaria, Jr.and Howard D. Weinbrot, (DeMaria) Dept of English, P.O. Box 744, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY, 12604; (Weinbrot), Dept of English, 600 No. Park St., Madison, WI. 53706; Tel: (DeMaria) 914/437-5660; HDW 608/263-3819; Fax: HDW 608/263-3709; E-mail:  demaria@vassar.edu; weinbrot@wisc.edu
This session will honor the late Gwin J. Kolb, a past-president of ASECS, probably one of 
the Society’s original members, and an eminent eighteenth-century scholar in general 

and Johnsonian in particular.  The session either will have six or seven speakers followed 

by discussion from the floor or, as now seems more likely given the expanding interest 

in honoring Gwin Kolb, a round-table with discussion invited. The panel-members will be 
former students, colleagues, and friends of Gwin Kolb. They will focus both on his 
contribution to their own scholarly lives, and the nature of eighteenth-century studies 
during their association with him. We assume that the session will be listed in the general 
call for papers, but the contributors are likely to have been contacted and invited by 
Mssrs DeMaria and Weinbrot. 
“Colloquy with Vincent Carretta on Equiano, the African” (SEASECS Session) Dennis Moore, Dept. of English, Florida State U., Tel: 850/644-1177; Fax: 850/644-0811; E-mail: learncomms-coorddir@fsu.edu


Rather than presenting papers, each participant in this interdisciplinary panel—including 


Professor Carretta of the University of Maryland, author of Equiano, the African: Biography 


of a Self-Made Man—will make a four-or five-minute opening statement that lays out a 

specific issue or question related to the book. That round of brief opening statements frees up time for lively, substantive discussion that engages members of the audience as well as panelists. In setting up and only occasionally chairing sessions along these lines, the session organizer has learned to work hard at avoiding two extremes: on the one hand, assembling a tableful of sycophants ready to drool on cue and/or the author, and, on the other, assembly a lineup that would include someone intent on an academic ambush:  trashing author over his or her methods, conclusions, and maybe parents. No fan club, then, and no food fights.

“Poets on the 1780s: Pre-Romantics, Prophets of Sensibility, and Others” (SEASECS Session) Claudia Thomas Kairoff, English Dept., Wake Forest U., 3132 Allerton Lake Dr., Winston-Salem, NC 27106; Tel: 336/758-5375; E-mail: kairofct@wfu.edu
If the 1790s is now considered part of the Romantic Era of poetry, what should we call the poets of the 1780’s? The term “pre-Romantics” has been debated for decades. Is it time to select a new descriptor for poets writing in the twilight of the age of sensibility? Are there poets who are overlooked because they do not fit the “pre-Romantic” label? This session will consider poets who represent the culture of the 1780s in Britain and Europe and who deserve a fresh look as part of a comparatively neglected but fruitful poetic decade that has yet to be satisfactorily defined. 

“French Ties That Bind” Real and Fictional Friends and Family Relationships” (SEASECS Session) Felicia Struzer, Dept. of Foreign Languages and Literatures, Brock 208, U. of Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN 37403; E-mail: f_sturzer@msn.com

This panel is open to considerations of relationships between parents and children, lovers, and mistresses, etc. if fact and fiction.

“French Descriptive Poetry” (SEASECS Session) Kathleen Doig, Modern and Classical Languages, Georgia State U., Box 3970, Athens, GA; E-mail: MCLKHD@langate.gsu.edu

Poetry is a minor genre in eighteenth-century studies in French today, but it was a 

much practiced art form during that century, with poets inspired by love, mortality and nature, as in more lyrical periods, as well as by agriculture, inventions, philosophie, and many other categories of life. This session will welcome papers on any kind of descriptive poetry, including poetic passages in prose.
Women In and of the World in the Long Eighteenth Century” (SEASECS Session) Margo Collins, Jacksonville State U., E-mail: Collins@jsu.edu
This panel will examine the myriad ways in which female writers of the long eighteenth Century examined, engaged, and participated in eighteenth-century culture through their writing. Papers on issues of material culture in works by eighteenth-century female writers are especially welcome, but any aspect of eighteenth-century life—commerce, finance, technology, science, and so on—is welcome.

“Trans-Atlantic Infancies: The Americas and Beyond” (SEASECS Session) Elson Bond, Fordham U., E-mail: elsonfbond@yahool.com
This panel will find of particular interest examinations of childhood—either real or metaphorical—in the Trans-Atlantic eighteenth century.


“Colonial Culture(s)” (SEASECS Session) Christopher Hendricks, Dept. of History, Armstrong Atlantic State U., Savannah, GA 31419-1997; E-mail: hendrich@mail.armstrong.edu

This panel is open to investigations of various colonial experiences and broad definitions of “culture” in the long eighteenth century.

“Representations of Theatre and Theatricality in Late Eighteenth-Century Literature” (SEASECS Session) Lisa Plummer Crafton, Dept. of English, U. of West Georgia, Carrollton, GA 30118; E-mail: lcrafton@westga.edu
Recent critical work on notions of masquerade, women’s theatre theory, the politics of melodrama, and the theatricality of state politics in the eighteenth century all point to a concern with how “theatricality” operates in texts. This panel will explore the representations of theatre and theatricality in both dramatic and non-dramatic texts of the late eighteenth century, with special attention to how the social performance of gender may function in these representations. A guiding question is whether “theatricality” is a positive, enabling model or a coercive apparatus of the status quo.

“Sweet Music: Amateurs, Professionals, and Audiences” (SEASECS Session) Stephen Szilagyi, Dept. of English, Morton Hall, U. of Alabama in Huntsville, Huntsville, AL 35899; E-mail: szilags@email.uah.edu
This panel invites papers treating musical performers and/or their various audiences in Europe and the colonies during the long eighteenth century.
Samuel Richardson and Religion” (SEASECS Session) E. Derek Taylor, Dept. of English and Modern Languages, Longwood U., Farmville, VA 23909; E-mail: scriblerian2@yahoo.com
“’Will the real Samuel Richardson please stand up?’ This is the exasperated question to which a foremost student of Richardson’s life and writings was driven in a recently published consideration of the author’s religious inclinations, and understandably so. Richardson’s record as a printer, writer, and correspondent offers at best a hazy guide to his theology, at worst an indecipherable morass—which may explain how it is that this same figure has been characterized as a Puritan, a middling Anglican, a Boehmean mystic, and a secular humanist. The papers on this panel will represent a renewed effort toward puzzling out what we do and do not know, can and cannot discover about Richardson’s religious affiliations, assumptions and predilections.

“Teaching the Eighteenth-Century Works in a Twenty-First-Century Context” (SEASECS Session) Scott Pleasant, Dept. of English, Coastal Carolina U., Box 261954, Conway, SC 29528; E-mail: sepleasa@coastal.edu

This session will focus on teaching eighteenth-century texts to twenty-first-century students
In survey literature classes. The major premise of this teaching seminar will be that literature teachers can and should discuss eighteenth-century texts (either canonical or non-canonical) with special emphasis on their relevance to contemporary discussions and debates. Survey courses typically feature eighteenth-century works that touch on war, science, gender inequality, individual rights, free expression, political philosophy, class division, religious expression, and other perennial issues. In additional to thematic considerations, the panel invites essays that discuss pedagogical approaches, such as teaching with film, service learning, team-based learning, or any other teaching topic relevant to eighteenth-century studies.

The Eighteenth Century on Film” (SEASECS Session) Elizabeth Kraft, Dept. of English, U. of Georgia; E-mail: ekraft@uga.edu
This panel is open to a wide range of discussions focused on cinematic representations of any aspect of the long eighteenth century

Women and Humor in the Eighteenth Century” (SEASECS Session) Marta Kvande, Dept. of English, Valdosta State U., Valdosta, GA 31698; E-mail: mkvande@valdosta.edu
This panel is open to an aspect of the topic, including examinations of humorous work by or about women during the period as well as considerations of whether women were considered funny during the period, and if so, why. 

“Social Reform in the Long Eighteenth Century” Patsy Fowler, Dept. of English, Gonzaga U., 502 E. Boone Ave., AD Box 18, Spokane, WA 99258; Tel: 509/323-6700; E-mail: fowlerp2@gonzaga.edu
When Anna Letitia Barbauld wrote “Let me make the novels of a country, and let who will make the systems,” she clearly acknowledged the power of the pen to sway public opinion.  But it was not just eighteenth-century novels that held this power; pamphlets, poems, periodicals, and plays also possessed this kind of cultural authority.  This panel will examine the various ways that eighteenth-century authors and artists encouraged social reform through their works.
“Performance and the British Empire” Adam R. Beach, Dept. of English, Ball State U., Muncie, IN 47306-8580; Tel: (home) 765/741-8009; Fax: 765/285-3765; E-mail: arbeach@bsu.edu

This session seeks papers that investigate the ways in which British people performed their 

identities as imperial subjects and citizens in the long eighteenth-century.  The panel 

solicits new work that interrogates British performances in various sites, from the 

spectacular productions of the theater and opera house to the rituals and ceremonials of

inter-cultural contact staged both in Britain proper and in various contact zones around the 

globe.  Investigations of individual texts and/or authors as well as more general 

examinations of the theoretical assumptions and methodologies that should be used in 

pursuing such research are welcome.   

“República de las Cartas: Constructing Voices in Eighteenth-Century Spanish Epistolary Texts” Mark Malin, Dept. of Romance Languages, Randolph-Macon College, PO Box 5005, Ashland, VA 23005-5505; Tel: 804/752-7252; Fax: 804/752-8990; E-mail: mmalin@rmc.edu AND Scott Dale, Dept. of Foreign Languages and Literature, Marquette U., PO Box 1881, Milwaukee, WI 53201-1881; E-mail: scott.dale@marquette.edu
Epistolary writers of the Spanish Enlightenment constructed both public and private voices in newspapers, essays, epistolary novels, journals, travelogues and erudite treatises. Between Francisco Gutiérrez de los Rios’s El hombre práctico (1680) and the watershed year of 1808, Spain’s literati often composed letters under assumed or enigmatic pseudonyms and elaborated imagined voices in their efforts to convey moral treatises or satirize their counterparts within the “República de las Letras.” Spanish writers also turned to the epistolary format to rekindle the Spanish nationalist novel. Although still overlooked by Hispanists, recent research has illustrated that interest in the Spanish epistolarity aesthetic appears to be on the rise.  This panels seeks to cultivate further dialogue by welcoming submissions of 250-word abstracts on the subject of epistolary voices of eighteenth-century Spain. We also invite submissions addressing the use of letters in artistic and historical works. 
“Henry Fielding at 300:  Tercentenary Reflections” Alison Conway, Dept. of English, U. of Western Ontario, London ON N6A 3K7 Canada; Tel: 519/661-2111, x. 85818; Fax: 519/661-3776; E-mail:  amconway@uwo.ca  

This session invites panelists to reflect on Henry Fielding’s legacy;  his place in the field of eighteenth-century studies today and in the past;  his contributions to developments in eighteenth-century prose fiction, journalism, and drama;  and his future as a subject of critical inquiry.

“Disability Studies and the Eighteenth Century: Ten Years On” Simon Dickie, U. of Toronto, English Dept, 7 King’s College Circle, Toronto, On M5S 3K1, Canada; Tel: 416/946-0355; E-mail: simon.dickie@utoronto.ca 

This seminar will reflect on the first decade of Disability Studies in our field--what has been achieved and where we might go from here. We invite proposals on any aspect of this topic.

“Thing Theory in the Eighteenth Century” (Roundtable) Mark Blackwell, English Dept., U. of Hartford, 200 Bloomfield Ave., West Hartford, CT 06117, Tel: 860/768-4941; Fax: 860/768-4940; E-mail: blackwell@hartford.edu
Was there “thing theory” in the eighteenth century?  Where are its traces?  The philosophy of Locke, Hume, Berkeley?  The materialism of La Mettrie?  It-narratives, advertisements, encyclopedia entries, descriptions of collections, catalogues of goods?  Continental still-life painting?  Property laws, or commentaries on those laws (Blackstone)?  Material artifacts themselves: books, buttons, shoes, waistcoats, dresses, firescreens, china cups, silver bowls, wigs, fans, chairs, clocks, locks of hair, snuffboxes, prints, and so on?  Do later theories (Marx on the commodity, Simmel on money, Husserl on the phenomenological epoché, Heidegger on the thing in itself, Winnicott and Klein on object relations, Appadurai and others on the social life of things, Bill Brown on thing theory, etc.) give us a purchase on what things, or commodities, or objects are, and what they mean in the long eighteenth century? This will be a roundtable discussion, with position papers or lists of talking points (5-6 pages) circulated in advance among panelists, who will each present for ten minutes and then engage in an open-ended discussion.  
“Thieves, Whores, and Bastards: Eighteenth-Century Perceptions of Novelists” Peter Christian Marbais, Mount Olive College, 634 Henderson Street, Mount Olive, NC  28365; E-mail: pmarbais@moc.edu

Novelists have long been parodied as thieves, whores, and pirates due to the number of Grub Street hacks and other illegitimate heirs to writing.  This panel would consist of papers dedicated to pirated versions of novels, accusations novelists faced in their day, and other concerns about veracity and legitimacy of their writing.  The idea was planted in my mind by Irving Rothman at a discussion about the illegitimate sequels of Roxana during the 2005 SCSECS meeting; I would like to gather some voices regarding this issue of piracy and other similar concerns eighteenth-century novelists faced.
“Dryden a la Mode: The Joys of Teaching Him Today” (Roundtable) Jayne Lewis (jelewis@uci.edu) and Lisa Zunshine (zunshin@uky.edu). 

Roundtable on innovative pedagogy.  Possible topics include the global Dryden, Dryden the political spin-doctor, Dryden the spiritual wrestler, Dryden the frustrated musician, Dryden the innovator. Particularly welcome are proposals that show how Dryden might be integrated with the nonliterary arts in a pedagogical setting. Abstracts to Jayne Lewis (jelewis@uci.edu) and Lisa Zunshine (zunshin@uky.edu). 
Anticipated Audio-Visual Requirements: microphone, dvd/cd player. 
“1767-2007: A Look Back at the Expulsion of the Jesuits from Spain” Pamela Phillips, Dept. of Hispanic Studies, U. of Puerto Rico-Río Piedras; 175 Avenida de Hostos, #402, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918; Tel: 787/758-9088; E-mail: phillips.pamela@gmail.com

In the dawn of April 2, 1767 secret orders announced the suppression of the Company of Jesus in Spain and its dominions.  Similar to the experience in Portugal in 1760 and in France in 1762, Charles III’s decision was political motivated and the results were immediately felt.  On the anniversary of its 240th year, this panel is interested in looking at the multiple implications of the expulsion of the Jesuits from the Hispanic world.  Papers from all disciplines are welcomed.
“Representing Theater in Eighteenth-Century Periodicals and Novels” Lisa B. Higgins, 1932 15th St. NW, Washington, DC 20009; Tel: 202/550-5657; E-mail: lisahiggins14@yahoo.com

This session will explore the representation of theater, theatricality, playwrights, actors, and actresses in periodicals and novels. In what ways do periodicals/novels indicate the cultural place of theater as an institution? How did periodicals/novels shape the careers of playwrights, actors, and actresses? How did periodicals/novels represent conflicts and rivalries in the theater industry? What was the cultural significance of theater reviews? Every effort will be made to select papers from a range of disciplines and methodologies. Please send 300-500 word abstracts.

Audio Visual Requirements: LCD Projector
“Natural Philosophy and Early Modern Science in the Long Eighteenth Century” Ross Hamilton, Dept. of English, Barnard College, 3009 Broadway, NY, NY 10027; Tel: 212/854-3453; Fax:  212/854-9498; E-mail: rhamilto@barnard.edu
This seminar proposes to complicate the triumphant narrative of the “rise of early-modern science” during the long eighteenth-century, by investigating the afterlife of natural philosophy as well as the continuation of Aristotelian models of the natural world, notably in the 
work of Linnaeus and Erasmus Darwin. In this light,  “modern science” is less an epistemological break or paradigm shift than a slow process of mutation.  A working hypothesis:  literature (and especially the resurgence of pastoral poetry in the work of Gray, Cooper and Wordsworth) memorializes the afterlife of a pre-modern, pre-Lockean understanding of the natural world.

“The ‘Physics’ of True and False Wit in ‘Augustan’ England” Brian Corman, Dept. of English, U. of Toronto, 7 King’s College Circle, Toronto, ON M5S 3K1; Tel: 416/978-3197; Fax: 416/971-2456; E-mail: bcorman@chass.utoronto.ca
This seminar will analyze the “physics of wit in “Augustan” England.  Papers should explore the many ways debates concerning wit were played out in physical terms through motions and gestures of the body; on the pages of printed texts; in exhibition booths and cabinets of curiosities; on the stage; through material objects of consumption.  Wit has long been understood as one way to bring “words” into accord with “things”; this seminar will attempt to bring “things” back into accord with wit.

“The Extraordinary ‘Ordinary’ Historian: A Tribute to Joseph Levine” (Roundtable) Gordon Schochet, Dept. of Political Science, Rutgers U., 89 George Street, New

Brunswick, New Jersey 08901; Tel: 732/572-0494 (home – better than office); Fax: 732/572-6002; E-mail: schochet@rci.rutgers.edu

Joseph Levine, Professor of History at the University of Syracuse, is recognized as one of leading intellectual historians of Britain in the long eighteenth century. His award-winning work, well-known to members of the Society, has ranged over the history of science, literary history, the history of historiography, and historiography proper. Influenced by Collingwood, he describes his work as “ordinary history,” but the results of his spectacular and voluminous scholarship have been anything but “ordinary.” (See http://www.maxwell.syr.edu/hist/jmlevine.htm)

This seminar is designed to provide an occasion at which Professor Levine’s friends, former students, and other beneficiaries of his scholarship and support may honor his long and distinguished career as well as his service to the Society. Participants will be invited to re-examine, comment on, and re-evaluate his work, and Professor Levine will be asked to respond. Prospective participants who have already indicated an interest include J.G.A. Pocock, Mark Phillips, and myself.

"’Others’ Among ‘Us’: Moslems, Jews, and Other Non-Christians in Eighteenth-Century England” Jeremy W. Webster, 360 Ellis Hall / Dept. of English, Ohio U., Athens, OH 45701; Tel: 740/593-2838’ Fax: 740/593-2818; Email: webstej1@ohio.edu 
From the diary of Samuel Pepys to the political cartoons of the 1750s to 

the novels of Maria Edgeworth, English men and women throughout the long eighteenth century were seemingly obsessed with religious and ethnic "others" living in London. Some of these writers welcomed these immigrants with open arms; others met them with chauvinism, xenophobia, and anti-Semitism and its equivalents. 

This seminar will examine eighteenth-century representations of religious/ethnic "others" living in England. How do eighteenth-century writers and artists depict Moslems, Jews, and other non-Christians living in London (or hoping/threatening to live in London)? When are such immigrants welcomed? When are they persecuted? What are the methodologies of representation that convey this sense of acceptance or persecution? To what degree do religion, nationality, ethnicity, gender, and/or sexuality affect these representations? How do writers and artists distinguish between "us" and "other"? 

Papers on any aspect of representing Moslems, Jews, and/or other non-Christians in England in eighteenth-century art, literature, or any other aspect of culture will be considered.

“Women’s Networks” Monika Nenon, Dept. of Foreign. Langs + Lits., U. of Memphis; Tel:  901/678-4094; Fax: 901/678-5338; E-mail: mcnenon@memphis.edu

This session will explore the strategies that women writers used to establish themselves in a literary public sphere dominated by men. For example, it will ask how women writers used unorganized forms of sociability, the epistolary culture, and friendships with male and female writers in order to seek out possibilities for publishing their work. In this context, issues like the male mentor or concepts like the genius could be critically explored. This session may show that, despite many obstacles, women writers often thought of witty means to become quite well known in the eighteenth century.

“Splintering Studies?: Eighteenth-Century Studies and Women’s Studies, Gender Studies, Queer Studies, Lesbian Studies…” (Roundtable) Bonnie Latimer, The School of English, 10 Cavendish Road, U. of Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT, UK; Tel: + 44 113 343 4739; Fax: + 44 113 343 4774; Email:  engbl@leeds.ac.uk
Few would deny the combined and discrete impacts of feminist thought and of queer studies on scholarly readings of eighteenth-century culture.  These intersecting approaches have generated debates and prompted research that have broadly shaped contemporary study of eighteenth-century literature, arts, and history.  Equally, however, scholarly focus on sexuality and gender has coincided with an increasing tendency towards specialization (perhaps even fragmentation) into disparate “studies”: women’s studies, gender studies, LGBT or queer studies, amongst others.  In this roundtable, a range of panelists working on different areas of eighteenth-century culture will present position papers on their own experiences of the splintering of studies connected to gender and sexuality.  This panel will consider the interactions between academic disciplines relating to eighteenth-century culture and these various “studies,” asking how they talk back to one another, how they are prioritized over one another in curricula and publishing, to what extent they are engaged in different projects from one another, and to what degree they risk ghettoization.

“Smart Talk by Smart Women: The Pains and Pleasures of Conversation” Co-Organizers: Laura L. Runge, U. of South Florida, Dept.of English CPR107, Tampa, FL  33620; Tel: 813/974-9496; Fax:  813/974-2270; E-mail: runge@cas.usf.edu and Kathryn King, U.of Montevallo, Dept.of English, Comer Hall, Station 6420, Montevallo, AL  35115; Tel: 205/665-6420; Fax: 205/665-6422; E-mail: KingK@montevallo.edu
A malleable English word, "smart" captures the paradoxical experience of sociable women in the eighteenth century.  Neat and trim; stylish; fashionable; elegant; clever, capable, adept; pointed; witty; sharp, severe; cutting; inflicting pain. Denied access to the professions and institutions of higher learning, women adopted the salon, the tea-table and the sitting room as their realm;  conversation became a way for smart women to develop and showcase their wit, learning, refinement, politeness, verve, mindfulness, as well as their thoughts on philosophy, religion, women, and life in general.  Some women talk smartly to earn a livelihood - those who make a trade of their wit --  and some talk smartly to shape the larger conversation about women.

Taking as its subject women of wit and smart conversation, and writing about or representations of smart conversation under the shaping tongue of women, this panel seeks to focus discussion around illustrative women of the eighteenth century (and the men who like them) who took command of the conversation on women and did so with flair.  The examples that come to mind, Astell, Haywood, Lennox, Leapor, Wortley Montagu, Burney or Wollstonecraft to name a few, suggest that smartness has a propensity for combining pain and amusement, sharpness and keen (perhaps masochistic) pleasure.  Abstracts are invited for papers of 15-20 minutes reading time.

“The Cultural Politics of Undress” Paula Radisich,  Whittier College, Dept of Art & Art History, Whittier, California 90608; Tel: 562/696-9850 x4684; Fax: 562/464-4551; E-mail  pradisich@whittier.edu
Dishabille, negligee and en chemise are just some of the types of undress that prevailed in eighteenth-century representation.  This session seeks papers analyzing the meanings of these sartorial codes in text, image or performance.

Powerpoint presentation & possibly a slide projector, dimmer, darkened room and remotes

“The Ecocritical Eighteenth Century” Brian Glover, Dept. of English, U. of Virginia, 219 Bryan Hall, P.O. Box 400121, Charlottesville, VA 22904-4121; Tel:  434/979-7033; E-mail: bdg5n@virginia.edu

Though the concept of “nature” has been extensively explored by scholars of eighteenth-century literature, ecocriticism as a method and movement has been slow to enter the discussion.  Yet as we become increasingly aware of the crucial inseparability of human culture from the non-human environment, the eighteenth century appears ever more important.  Samuel Johnson proposed that  “a blade of grass is always a blade of grass, whether in one country or another.  Let us, if we do talk, talk about something; men and women are my subjects of inquiry.”  This seminar seeks to question that dichotomy, taking as its subject of inquiry the imaginative, epistemological, and physical relationships among men, women, and the rest of the world.  While all approaches are welcome, I especially hope to hear from scholars who turn our attention from reflections on the sublime and the beautiful to novels, biographies, letters, and other forms that have not previously been recognized as “nature writing” but that investigate and embody everyday practices of living. 

“The Revival of Antiquity in Eighteenth-Century Art and Literature” Sophie Delahaye, U. of Kansas Dept.of French and Italian 1445 Jayhawk Blvd. Wescoe Hall Room 2061 Lawrence, KS 66045-7594; Tel: 785/331-2287; E-mail: zosia@ku.edu

This session on The Revival of Antiquity will bring together research papers (3-4 papers) showing evidence of Ancient Latin and Greek influences on eighteenth-century art and literature. Interdisciplinary approaches in politics, architecture, philosophy, European literature, etc are encouraged.

Projector for Powerpoint presentations 
“The Neo-Classical in Art, Architecture and Literature: Significance and Meaning in Reuses of the Past” Janet R. White, Address:   UNLV School of Architecture, MS 1408, 4505 Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89154; Tel: 702/895-4431; Fax: 702/ 895-1119; E-mail:  janet.white@unlv.edu
This session will focus on ways in which the long eighteenth century understood

and made use of its heritage from the Classical Age, and the varied connotations implicit in eighteenth-century use of the Neo-Classical. To generate fruitful cross-fertilization, papers on the use of the Neo-Classical are encouraged from all disciplines. The wide range of possible subjects could include classical rhetorical tropes in eighteenth-century prose, poetic use of Classical architectural symbolism, the “Roman” landscape painting, the
Classical folly in eighteenth-century gardens, or the Neo-Classical interior of 
the eighteenth century.

“Faith and Social Reform” Linda Zionkowski, Dept. of English, Ellis Hall, Ohio U., Athens, OH  45701; Tel: 740/593-2830; Fax: 740/593-2818; E-mail: zionkows@ohio.edu
This session will investigate the role of religious belief in promoting the various movements for social reform during the long eighteenth century. Papers may focus on the doctrines articulated and promoted by individual reformers or reform movements; the conflicts over religious practices that arose between reformers and the objects of their assistance; contemporary support for or objections to the work of reformers; and the division between secular and faith-based philosophies of reform.

“Consuming Art/The Art of Consuming” Kathleen Nicholson, Dept. of Art History, U. of Oregon, Eugene, OR, 97403; Tel: 541/346-2111; E-mail: knichol@uoregon.edu

This session will consider the notion of art’s commodification, real or imagined, from a variety of perspectives.   The processes by which art became commercially available to an increasingly wide audience would be one point of access:   the phenomenon of the art dealer; artists’ strategies, for example Hogarth’s print production; auctions, and so forth. Another would be the different ways the public learned to appreciate art, to criticize it, discuss it, or to display it.  The idealized representation of this phenomenon in Watteau’s Gersaint’s Shop sign in effect could illustrate the range of interactions that the topic is intended to engender.  The discussion itself is not restricted to the visual arts, however.   Papers are welcome from the broad spectrum of art forms that were “consumed” in the eighteenth century.

“Theorizing Fashion” Ana de Freitas Boe, Dept. of English, Baldwin-Wallace College, Berea, OH 44017; Tel: 440/ 826-2024; E-mail: aboe@bw.edu
This panel sets out explore how writers theorized fashion in the eighteenth century.  What kind of meanings did thinkers attribute to fashion?  Scholars from a wide array of disciplines are invited to submit papers on the cultural significance of clothing.  For instance, panelists might consider how a consideration of fashion became bound up to larger questions of history, aesthetics, or culture in the long eighteenth century.  Electronic submissions (with the abstract included in the body of the e-mail) are preferred.  
“Catharine Macaulay's Eighteenth Century: Historical Views, Polemical Words, and Educational Ideals” Wendy Gunther-Canada, Dept. of Government, U. of Alabama at Birmingham, 238 Ullman Building, 1212 University Boulevard, Birmingham, AL  35294; Tel: 205/934-8671; Fax: 205/975-5712; E-mail: wgcanada@uab.edu and Connie Titone, Dept. of Education and Human Services, Villanova U., 800 Lancaster Ave., SAC 302, Villanova, PA  19085; Tel: 610/519-8028; Fax: 610/519-4623; Email: connie.titone@villanova.edu
Our interdisciplinary panel will explore Catharine Macaulay's remarkable philosophical legacy as a historian of revolution and restoration, a pamphleteer critical of factionalized parliamentary politics, and an author of contemplative and didactic texts on national education and reform in church and state.  Macaulay's voluminous writings are only now

beginning to receive the scholarly attention they so richly reward.  We are particularly interested in papers that highlight the thematic unity of Macaulay's ideas and examine her influence on contemparies in England and abroad.  

“The American Enlightenment in Transatlantic Perspective: The Bible, Natural Science, Race, and Gender” Reiner Smolinski, Dept. of English, Georgia State U., Atlanta, GA 30303-3088; Tel: 404/651-2900; Fax: 404/651-1710; E-mail: rsmolinski@gsu.edu
Scholars writing about the Enlightenment in English North America almost exclusively focus on political philosophy and its impact on the events leading up to the American Revolution. This panel welcomes proposals on how the European intellectual revolution in theology, the natural sciences, race, gender, and education impacted the American colonies and the young Republic during the long eighteen century. 

“Material Culture and Interpretation” P.C. Bruckmann, Trinity College, Toronto,
Ontario,M5S1H8, Canada;  E-mail: patricia_bruckmann@yahoo.ca
Papers are invited on topics in literature, history, art history and religion which address the importance of material objects in interpreting texts or events. The format will be: three papers and a respondent. The papers will be circulated in advance to the participants.

“Religious Texts of the Eighteenth Century --- How to Teach Them” (Roundtable) Anne Barbeau Gardiner, 5 Ferndale Road, Brewster, NY 10509; Tel: 845/279-2965; E-mail:  abgardiner@msn.com
“Satirical Attacks on Critics and Criticism” Philip Smallwood, School of English, UCE-Birmingham, Birmingham B42 2S4,UK; E-mail: Philip.Smallwood@uce.ac.uk
This panel assemble commentary on satirical attacks on critics and literary criticism in the long eighteenth century. Contributors may wish to reflect on contemporary disdain for critics and criticism, the different cultural levels at which such satire takes place and the implications for critical history.
“Physical Education in the Eighteenth Century” Laura Miller, Dept. of English, U. of California, Santa Barbara; Santa Barbara, CA 93106-3170; Tel: 818/458-5732; Fax: 805/893-4622; 
E-mail: lmiller@umail.ucsb.edu 
Why does John Locke’s Some Thoughts Concerning Education recommend  wrestling over fencing as the more worthwhile sport to pursue? How is Lemuel Gulliver’s physical education different from Fanny Hill’s? From Valmont’s?  How did people learn to act, fight, sing, swim, or dance during the Enlightenment?  This panel explores the multifaceted  relationship between the body and learning during the eighteenth century, a topic which cuts across disciplinary boundaries, and  addresses issues important to scholars in fields commonly represented  at ASECS: history, cultural studies, gender studies, literature,  music, the performing arts, and art history. Yet this panel also  addresses important topics for scholars in disciplines that are  underrepresented in eighteenth century studies, scholars who work in  leisure studies, exercise and sport studies, and education. It is my  hope that this panel will join together scholars who might not  ordinarily meet one another over a common interest. Subjects for presentations might include, but are not limited to: Individual or Team Sports, Celebrity and Sport, Theatre, Dance, Sensibility,  Empiricism, Sport and Nation, Sport and Gender, Modeling, Walking,  Rousseau, Locke, and Habituation. 
Computer projector for PowerPoint and slide projector

“Unmarried Men in the Eighteenth Century” James Rosenheim, Dept. of History, Texas A&M U., 4236 TAMU, College Station, TX, 77843-4236; Tel: 979/845-8329; Fax: 979/458-3681; E-mail:  j-rosenheim@tamu.edu

Studies of Eighteenth-Century British masculinity and of single women through time point up an absence in the history of marriage, gender and sexuality, and social  relations generally:  where is the unmarried man? The seminar considers this often suspect, sometimes transient, sometimes problematicaly permanent state for eighteenth century men, British and not.  What did it mean for men to be single?  How did age, status, vocation and the like affect self- and social perceptions of single men? How did perceptions vary over time, place, and according to the documents and generic forms that recorded them? Papers on any aspect of male singleness will be considered.   
“Madame de Graffigny vue par elle-même” Dorothy P. Arthur, Graffigny Project, Robarts Library 14038K, U. of Toronto, 130 St. George St, Toronto ON M5S 3H1, CANADA ; Tel: 416/ 978-3002; E-mail:  penny.arthur@utoronto.ca 
This seminar invites papers in French or English that explore the intertextual 
connections between Françoise de Graffigny's private letters (her Correspondance) and her literary writings. Possible areas of interest or tension include: social privilege and marginality;   roles of “femme d'esprit” and “dame de condition”;   vantage points as writer, reader, chronicler of literature, as well as mentor of other writers; friendship, loyalty, and intimacy; private and public space; court life, the city, the natural world; levels of discourse and self-expression.
“Well-Behaved Women Seldom Make History” Nadine S. Berenguier,  Dept. of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, Murkland Hall G 10 B, U. of New Hampshire, Durham, NH 03824; Tel: 603/862-1055; Fax: 603/862-1690; E-mail: nbereng@yahoo.com
This session seeks to investigate some of the questions raised by Laurel Thatcher Ulrich’s well-known quote. Contributions to this session could reflect on the meanings of the expression “to make history”, on the way women’s behavior has been considered by historians of gender, on the ways in which the perception of “good” or “bad” behavior has been shaped over time, on the role of collections devoted to “illustrious women” in shaping such perceptions, or on the role of women “making history” as historians in the eighteenth century. 

“Eighteenth-Century Exile” Charlotte Sussman, English Dept., Duke U., Tel: 919/684-3970; Fax: 919/684-4871; E-mail: sussman@duke.edu

This panel will examine the potent term of "exile" as it emerges in a number of different sites and discourses during the eighteenth century.  Papers might 
explore the poetic ideal of "retreat" and the possibility of psychic exile as well as accounts of political exile and the ambiguous exiles of emigration, transportation and slavery.  Papers might also consider the way dislocation and diaspora helped construct the concepts of "home," "nation," and "origin" so central to eighteenth-century thought.
“Spatial Practices, Spatial Theories in Eighteenth-Century Literature and Culture” Kathryn Temple, English Dept., Georgetown U.,Washington DC 20057; Tel:  202/687-6765; Fax: 202/687-5445; E-mail: templek@georgetown.edu 

The panel seeks to bring together those who are working on various spatial issues in eighteenth-century literature and culture. I am particularly interested in work on architectural approaches to space, on the design and use of public spaces like the courts, the streets, public squares, etc. as well as on the usual issues involving private and/or domestic space versus public space. How do spatial configurations control movement in the urban and rural environments? How do urban planners, garden designers, agriculturalists reimagine the use of space given changing understandings of population movement and the workforce? And how do representations of space intersect with ideas about the self, about what is inside and outside of human individuals, about what it means for bodies/selves to move in and out of bounded spaces? 

Powerpoint Projector
“Transnational Identities: Europe and Asia” Robert Markley, Dept. of English, U. of Illinois, Urbana, IL 61801; Tel: 217/355-8313 or 217/266-6613; Fax: 217/333-4321; E-mail: rmarkley@uiuc.edu
This panel will explore the complexities of national identity for merchants, sailors, officials, and travelers who found themselves in alien environments.  Of particular interest are papers that challenge conventional Eurocentric approaches to contacts between East and West.

“Men in Burney and her Contemporaries” George Haggerty, Dept. of English, UC-Riverside; Tel: 951/827-1940; E-mail: GEHaggerty@aol.com
Frances Burney's novels abound in all  the versions of masculinity that were available 
in the later eighteenth century.  Her heroines must navigate among fops, libertines, merchants, honorable and  dishonorable nobles, wealthy heirs, poor poets, men of feeling, men of the cloth, country gentlemen, gamblers, castrati, &c.  This seminar invites  papers on any aspect of masculinity represented in the novels of Frances Burney or any of her female novel-writing contemporaries.
“Masculinity, Clubs, and Associational Life in the Eighteenth Century” Jason M. Kelly, Dept. of History, Indiana U.-Purdue U.at Indianapolis; 504 B Cavanaugh Hall; 425 University Blvd.; Indianapolis, IN 46032; Tel: 317/274-1689; Fax: 317/278-7800; E-mail: jaskelly@iupui.edu

In recent years, scholars have increasingly been interested in the ideology and practices of masculinity in Enlightenment Europe.  Academics -- including Elizabeth Foyster, Philip Carter, Randolph Trumbach, and Michèle Cohen to name only a few -- have published important, thought-provoking analyses of eighteenth-century masculinity.  Nevertheless, the study of masculinity in eighteenth-century Europe is still underdeveloped.  This panel’s purpose is to explore a particular arena of Enlightenment masculinity – namely, the associational world of clubs and societies.  Clubs and societies provided men both imagined and real spaces to conceptualize, perform, and negotiate their roles as gentlemen, libertines, scientists, and a whole range of other identities that more-often-than-not overlapped.  Participants are encouraged to explore the role that clubs and societies played in articulating notions of manliness and masculinity by analyzing the geographies, theatrics, and public response to eighteenth-century associations.

PowerPoint or slide projector
“Dramatic Enactments of Suffering Bodies in Restoration England” Misty Krueger, 301 McClung Tower, U. of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-0430; Tel: 865/974-5401; Fax: 865/974-6926; E-mail: mkrueger@utk.edu
This seminar seeks papers that explore dramatic representations of suffering bodies during the period of the Restoration, with a particular focus on the ways in which suffering bodies are situated as martyrs, scapegoats, or victims of political plots. Papers that address theatrical productions including scenes of mutilation or decollation are welcome, in addition to papers about scaffold dramas, public executions, and other forms of public spectacle as 

performance. Papers that investigate how suffering bodies proved pleasurable 

sights on either the Restoration stage or in “public” proceedings are especially desired.

“Catholicism and the Visual Arts in Enlightenment Europe” Christopher M.S. Johns, Vanderbilt U., 2301 Vanderbilt Place, Box 351801, VU Station B, Nashville, TN 37235-1801; Tel: 615/322-2849; Fax: 615/343-3786; E-mail: Christopher.johns@vanderbilt.edu

This session seeks proposals that consider any aspect of the visual/cultural response of the Catholic Church to progressive, “enlightened” critique of religion in general and Catholicism in particular. Papers may address imagery at either the popular level or “high” art forms such as paintings, sculpture and architecture. Was there a Catholic Enlightenment? If so, how was art engaged to support its agenda of internal reform or its counter-attacks on a wide range of critics? Papers that investigate imagery associated with Catholic cults, beatifications and canonizations, and ephemeral ceremonies are particularly welcome. In addition, topics related to urbanism and the establishment of museums in the context of Catholic enlightenment are highly desirable.

Two slide projectors and digital projector

“Ephemeral Criticism and the Profession of Authorship” M.W. Jackson, Dept. of English, St. Bonaventure U. , St. Bonaventure, NY 14778; Tel: 716/375-7879; E-mail:         mjackson@sbu.edu

Papers on the relationship between eighteenth-century ephemeral criticism and the development of the profession of authorship will be considered for this panel.  Topics might include the influence of ephemeral criticism on public opinion or public taste, the interaction between ephemeral critics and eighteenth-century satire, or the use of ephemeral criticism in the shift from patronage to a more commercial approach to authorship.  All papers should include a focus on the ways in which the topic helped or hindered the development of the professional author.
“Becoming Urban: London in the Eighteenth Century” Carol Houlihan Flynn, E-mail: carol.flynn@tufts.edu
This panel will look at the ways that early modern men and women between 1660 and 1800 “become” urban, how they learn London and their place in it as they construct themselves as metropolitan British subjects.  Most major literary and historical figures in that period came to London from the outside, from small towns, villages, from Ireland, Scotland, Africa, from America, from the West Indies and back again.  Learning and sometimes writing guides to the metropolis, they reveal the cultural volatility of people becoming something else, something sophisticated, in pursuit of a life that is conceived to be “better,” often at the expense of earlier versions of themselves.  They become educated in the new technologies of the print culture while they produce plays, poems, novels, and essays that explore an urban knowledge that depends upon their mastery of their location.  They map cultural sites that are revisited over the century by newcomers literally trying to learn their way around.    The panel will address the spatial and psychological reconfiguration of outsiders trying to become insiders, and look at the ways that literary and sub literary texts serve as models for urbanity.  How can we recognize the costs of becoming an urban subject in a colonizing structure that rewards entrepreneurship, originality, and conformity?

“Representing Violence” Regina Janes, Dept. of English, Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866; Tel: 518/580-5168l; Fax: 518/580-5189; E-mail: rjanes@skidmore.edu
The enlightenment has been charged with failing to “theorize violence,” even as it undertook to control, manage, and divert violence exerted in new ways. That charge and undertaking open the question of enlightenment representations, practice, and 
evaluation of violence, in literature, art, philosophy, law. Papers are invited on any aspect and from any discipline on the enlightenment's encounter with and construction of violence.
“Artists in and from the German-Speaking World” Wendy Wassyng Roworth, Dept. of Art and Art History, U. of Rhode Island, 105 Upper College Road – Suite 1, Kingston, RI 02881; (preferred for mailings): 112 Slater Ave., Providence, RI 02906; Tel: 401/874-2773; Fax: 401/874-2729; E-mail: wroworth@uri.edu 
 
Most scholarship on eighteenth-century art and architecture, artists, and patrons has  
focused primarily on France, England, and Italy. The purpose of this session is to expand

the borders by examining the work of artists and patrons within the German-speaking 

regions of Europe, including Austria, Switzerland, and Central Europe, as well as art, 

architecture, and design by artists from the Germanic countries who worked for patrons 

and visitors in Rome, London, Paris, Scandinavia or elsewhere. 

Two slide projectors and screens and/or digital projector and screens depending on which the speakers plan to use. Room that can be darkened and lecturn with light. 
“A Postcolonial Eighteenth Century?” (Roundtable)  Stephen H. Gregg, School of English and Creative Studies, Bath Spa U. Newton Park Campus, Newton St. Loe, Bath, BA2 9BN, UK; Tel:  044 1225 875743; Fax: 044 1225 875503; Email: s.gregg@bathspa.ac.uk
A series of studies since the late 1990s (most notably, Tropicopolitans, and the collections of essays The Global Eighteenth Century and A New Imperial History) are - as their titles suggest -  indicative of a new phase in the analysis of colonialism and imperialism in the long eighteenth century,  arguably catalysing a new generation of scholars engaged in postcolonial analyses of this period and its texts. In addition, as a recent ASECS panel suggested, there are those who argue that a properly 'postcolonial' analysis of this century should consider the reverberation between the eighteenth century and postcolonial writers' engagement with colonial history and texts. This roundtable panel is calling for papers that reflect upon the impact of this new phase of analysis for research and, as importantly, for teaching postcolonial approaches to this period. In short, can we imagine a 'postcolonial eighteenth century', and what might its characteristics be?

Overhead Projector
“Unusal Noble Women” Maria G. Traub, Neumann College, One Neumann Dr. Aston, PA 19014; Tel: 610/361-5329; Fax: 610/361-5314; E-mail: TRAUBM@neumann.edu
Powerpoint Projector
“Menippean Satire: New Approaches” David H. Richter, 201 West 89th Street, Apt 4F, New York NY 10024; Tel: 212/580-3336; E-mail: drichter@nyc.rr.com
Since arriving within the literary lexicon through the theoretical work of Northrop Frye and Mikhail Bakhtin, Menippean Satire has proven to be a term of flexible application.  What it means depends on what work it is called on to perform, and it has functioned in a variety of critical approaches to the literary history of the long eighteenth century.  Papers invited on Menippean Satire, especially on the interaction of theory and literary history.  Respondent will be Professor Howard Weinbrot of University of Wisconsin at Madison, author of Menippean Satire Reconsidered. 

“Beasts, Birds, and Fishes: Travel, The New Science, and Literary Discourse” Judy A Hayden, U. of Tampa, Dept. of English, 401 West Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, Florida   33606-1490; Tel: 813/253-3333, ext. 3535; Fax: 813/258-7237; E-mail: jhayden@ut.edu

This panel will explore travel discourse and science after the formation of the Royal Society.  Papers might reflect on any area of science, including mathematics, astronomy, natural history, etc. and the travel may be imagined or ‘real’.  Literary discourse may be assumed to be prose (fiction or non-fiction), drama, and/or poetry.   How did those who engaged in travel discourse incorporate the New Science in their text(s) and to or for what purpose?   Of interest might be proposals reflecting on questions of history and historicisms) and/or utopic/dystopic possibilities , or even  anxiety about changes brought about by discovery—both from an expanding world and from scientific discovery.

Powerpoint and Overhead

“Mimesis and Metaphor in Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Literature and Art” Barbara A. Heavilin, Dept. of English, Taylor U., 236 West Reade Avenue, Upland, Indiana 46989-1001; Tel: 765/998-5253 or 765/948-4413; Fax: 765/998-4930; E-mail: brheavili@tayloru.edu
This session will deal with the mutual influence of art and literature during the eighteenth century by examining artists such as Hogarth, who created “novels” in paintings (Marriage a la Mode, for example), and novelists such as Fielding who proclaimed himself indebted to Hogarth in the creation of his novels. Papers are invited on such topics as the interdisciplinarity of metaphor and mimesis, on comparative studies, on the classical influences that guided both artists and writers, on the reflection of culture in the arts and architecture of the times, on precursors of twenty-first century theory and thought, and the like. 
OVERHEAD AND LCD PROJECTOR 

“Charitable Ladies, Señoras Caritativas, Dames Charitables:  Cross Cultural Perspectives on Women and Charity in the Eighteenth-Century” Elizabeth Franklin Lewis, Dept. of Modern Foreign Languages, U. of Mary Washington, 1301 College Avenue, Fredericksburg, VA  22401; Tel: 540/654-1987; Fax: 540/654-1088: E-mail:  elewis@umw.edu 
Throughout the Enlightenment world, acts of charity became especially associated with women.  Ideas regarding the feminine nature of sensibility and sentimentality assigned women an innate "charitableness," while at the same time, women were at the forefront of civic altruism, finding in their charitable acts a certain agency.  This session (in standard format) invites submissions from varied disciplines on the topic of Enlightenment women from diverse cultures and their participation in charitable acts.

Slide projectors or LCD projectors 

“Episodic Structure in Eighteenth-Century Fiction”  Miruna Stanica, Stanford U., Dept. of English, Building 460, Margaret Jacks Hall, Stanford, CA 94305; Tel: 650/868-3627; E-mail: mstanica@stanford.edu
From Defoe’s heroines punctuating their stories with “at length a new scene opened,” to the hyper-fragmentary structures of picaresques and it-stories, narratives in the long eighteenth-century frequently come in parts.  This panel proposes to gather some ideas on the varieties of episodicity available to writers and to explain how episodes structure narrative and constitute experience.  Papers may offer a reading of a particular episode and its place in a narrative, or try to account for the role of episodic structure in a genre.  How do episodes overlap with periodicity—-that of the clock, of the calendar, and of serial publication—-and how do they stand for something else? When Virginia Woolf shifts mid-sentence from describing A Sentimental Journey as “a succession of portraits” to “a succession of scenes,” what is the difference?
“Romancing the Stone: Classical Sculpture and Desire in the Long Eighteenth Century”  Heather Belnap Jensen, Dept. of Visual Arts, Brigham Young U., Provo, UT  84602; Tel: 801/422-8242; Fax: 801/422-2095; E-mail: heather_jensen@byu.edu

The classical revival of the eighteenth-century spawned a host of literary and visual meditations on the antique, particularly in relation to its sculpture.  From treatises to travel writings, such iconic pieces as the Laocoön and the Apollo Belvedere were discussed at length.  Painters incorporated representations of ancient sculpture into their work and sculptors sought to emulate their forefathers with their own creations in marble or bronze.  Few would dispute the importance of this renewed interest in these sculptural antiquities.  What needs emphasis, however, is that the responses to these artifacts were complex, heterogeneous, and inextricably connected to issues of desire.  This session will explore how individuals engaged with classical sculpture in the long eighteenth century, paying particular attention to how constitutive categories of the subject (race, class, gender, national identity, and so forth) informed these interactions.

Slide projectors and LCD projector 
“Distraction: Attention and the Eighteenth-Century Reader” Natalie Phillips, English Dept., Stanford U., Margaret Jacks Hall, Bldg. 460; Stanford, CA 94305-2087; Tel: 650/  722-1264; Fax: 650/725-0755: E-mail: nmp@stanford.edu
This session, featuring three or four papers given by scholars from different disciplinary backgrounds, will work to give a multi-generic and multi-national view of eighteenth-century reading and cognition.  The goal of this seminar is to bring together a range of interrelated  topics: the history of attention, applied neuro-psychology, the  philosophy of mind, histories of reading, and eighteenth-century pedagogy. Papers will aim to reflect the interdisciplinarity of these new methodologies and topics.  Possible questions might include: How  do philosophical, literary, and artistic texts represent the paired  problems of readerly attention and distraction?  What formal  techniques do multi-volume or macropaedic works, like novels,  encyclopedias, or dictionaries use to handle the problem of a work  not meant to be consumed in one sitting, or one not meant to be read  linearly?  How do instructional manuals, from conduct books to  children’s literature, not only develop the reader’s ability to focus  but also judge their ability to do so?  Papers could span topics from  Tristram Shandy’s digressive autobiography to the Encylopedie; from  Fried’s “absorption” to German philosophy’s Aufmerksamkeit.
“Potential Pedagogies: Other ways of Architectural Education” Marc J. Neveu, U. of Manitoba, Faculty of Architecture, 407b Arch II Building, U. of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB, Canada R3T-2N2; Tel: 204/480-1085; Fax: 204/474-7533; Email: neveu@cc.umanitoba.ca
This session proposal aims to gather papers to discuss ways of architectural education prior to nineteenth century. 


The potential of architecture to be understood in a truly meaningful way is obvious to both educators and students. In spite of this, the realisation of such architecture has been obfuscated within the immense amount of building activity. It is folly to believe that the blame rests solely on the gap between architectural education and practice. It is ironic that while we live in a world where the most mundane action, like voting in an election or recycling paper, implies a global relevance, the possibility that one’s actions may actually effect change often seems unlikely. In spite of this seeming contradiction I still make the wager that meaningful architecture is both possible and even essential. And so we must then ask: what is the responsibility of a professional architect? Is it ethical to rely on the belief that an architect is the keeper of some sort of technical expertise, or is an intuitive and artistic genius? Is the architect simply the conductor within the symphony of building trades? What other modes of action might be possible? Essential to these questions is consideration of the role of education in the development of a professional architect. 

The dialectic between the practical and the theoretical in architecture often frames the discussion of architectural education and professional practice. This characterization oversimplifies the situation. Architectural education, when understood as a list of requirements to be fulfilled, risks the commodification of students into a workforce holds the danger of stripping, from the educational experience, a very rich potential. The alternate view seems to hold in contempt those who practice in a professional model. 

This dichotomy between architectural education and professional practice only highlights the failure of the distinction between the model of the Ècole des Beaux-Arts and that of the Technical Institute. It is my position that seeds of a more appropriate modern architectural education may be found prior to the development of an institutionalised academic system. A careful investigation into this time may offer a critique of, as well as radical departure from, current strategies—thereby providing an approach that informs the perceived gap between architectural practice and professional education. 

In an attempt to overcome this seeming dialectic, this session invites papers that describe, illuminate, detail, and imagine other ways of architectural education. Emphasis will be on less known European models. 

“Shaping Public Space: An Interdisciplinary Panel on Literature and the Fine Arts in the Eighteenth Century” Anna Battigelli, SUNY, Plattsburgh, 101 Broad St., Plattsburgh, NY 12901; Tel: 518/643-7158 home; 518/564-2429 office; Fax: 518/564-2140; E-mail: a.battigelli@att.net
Does the pairing of a literary text with either music or painting help us arrive at a clearer or more textured understanding of the eighteenth-century public sphere than an examination of texts alone?  Paper proposals (250 words) probing the range of public values promoted by libretti and their musical scores, paintings and their literary contexts, music on the stage, or sacred or secular lyrics and their music should be sent to a.battigelli@att.net.

CD player, slide projector, and screen
“’Living Proof’: The Private Writings of Public Women” Anna Lott, English Dept., Box 5050, U. of North Alabama, Florence, AL  35632-0001; Tel: 256/765-4486; Fax: 256/765-4239; E-mail: aelott@una.edu
In Frances Burney’s 1768 Journal, she reflects with pleasure on the personal 

satisfaction she expects to receive in later years from her journal: “I am very much deceived in my foresight, if I shall not have very great delight in reading this living proof of my manner of passing my time, my sentiments, my thoughts of people I know, and a 

thousand other things, in future.” Burney, like many other diarists, intended her journals to be kept private, for her own “very great delight,” but her life-writings now offer us an understanding not only of her personal struggles, but also of her public work. In this 

session, I would like panelists to consider diarists such as Burney, Inchbald, Larpent, 

and others, exploring issues such as how each woman constructed a public identity or 

a public voice (writing and often acting on the stage) and how that public voice differed 

(if it did) from her private one. Other questions might include how a writer’s private 

writings influence our understanding of her public writings and actions, how the 

methods and techniques of private writing differ from those of public writing, what might 

be theorized about journal writing as a genre. 

My interest in this session stems partly from my work editing an edition of Inchbald’s A 

Simple Story (forthcoming from Broadview Press). As an appendix to that edition, I am 

including excerpts from Inchbald’s pocket diaries, and I hope that the conversations 

resulting from this panel will address some of the issues I have encountered while 

working with the diaries. Inchbald’s diaries are informal and fragmented, but I believe 

much can be learned from them about Inchbald’s published work and about her life. 

The diaries seem somewhat like stage directions, notes that would have reminded 

Inchbald of events, people, and places. As readers, our task is to actualize the drama 

that was her life and career. I hope in this panel to continue this process with other 

women’s life writings. 

“A la recherché d’une identité” Zoe Petropoulou, St. John’s U., Dept. of Languages and Literatures, 8000 Utopia Pkwy Jamaica NY 11439; Tel: 718/990-5205; E-mail:       petropoz@stjohns.edu

L’idée de l’émancipation de la femme n’est pas récente. Depuis l’Antiquité (avec Sappho) ou la Renaissance (avec Christine de Pisan), les femmes ont voulu revendiquer leurs droits et  l’égalité avec les hommes. Tout au long du 18ème siècle, plusieurs femmes comme Olympe de Gouges, Mme Roland et d’autres ont été au centre du débat sur les droits de l’homme et ont essayé de promouvoir l’idée de l’émancipation de la femme. Elles ont aussi contribué à la Révolution française, en réclamant l’égalité des classes sociales, des sexes, et  des races, ceci, à travers leurs idées (les salons) et leurs écrits. 

A partir de 1793, les femmes ont été petit à petit marginalisées.  Elles sont complètement écartées,  surtout au début du 19ème siècle avec le Code Napoléonien. 

Dans l’oeuvre de plusieurs femmes auteurs du 18ème siècle et du début du 19ème siècle, les images du corps des personnages féminins reflètent cette image complexe des droits que les femmes ont revendiqués à cette même période, mais aussi leur identité, ainsi que  « l’identité » du mouvement vers l’égalité des droits des femmes. Ceci étant, mon but sera de montrer les différentes étapes des droits des femmes à travers l’image du corps des héroïnes, dans les Lettres Péruviennes de Grafigny (1747), Les Lettres de Mistress Henley d’Isabelle de Charrière (1784) et Ourika de Claire de Duras (1823). Les représentations du corps des héroïnes racontent l’identité de ces femmes ainsi que leur histoire féminine en train de réclamer son égalité avec l’homme, comme preuves de l’époque qu’ils ont été écrits. Le corps sera présenté en tant que topos en tant que lieu de réflexion de leur histoire. 
“Poetic Interventions between Pope and Cowper” William Levine, English Dept., PO Box 70, Middle Tennessee SU, Murfreesboro, TN 37132; Tel: 615/494-8846; Fax: 615/ 898-5098; E-mail: wlevine@mtsu.edu
Papers will explore the crises in public participation among poets in Britain during what is generally characterized as a period of introspective or otherwise private lyric verse 
(roughly from 1742 to 1784, or from the death of Pope to the death of Johnson). How was the traditional role of the poet as the bearer of civic humanism or other representative public values subjected to new, disabling pressures?  In what ways is this crisis thematized and performed in lyric modes? Which satiric or more ostensibly “public,” occasional poems of this period rise above the level of ephemera and thus deserve to be reconsidered? How might the prevailing characterizations of the verse written during this period be challenged? How were the canonical works of British poetry appropriated for public matters during these decades (whether through republication, allusion, or other forms of recontextualization)? Finally, how does even the most “private” verse participate in a broader realm of public discourse on such matters as political corruption and civic virtue, the relationship of literature to public life,  military and imperialistic enterprises, and the formation of a national identity? 

“Science, Race and Empire Reformulation: Writing Indians and Blacks in Eighteenth-Century Spanish-America” Ivonne Del Valle, Romance Languages and Literatures, U. of Michigan, 4130 MLB 812 E Washington St., Ann Arbor, MI 48109; Tel: 764/734-4383; Fax: (764) 994-0855; Email: delvalle@umich.edu
This panel seeks papers that analyze the new ways of describing and inscribing Indians (or otherness in general) in the face of two great events of eighteenth century Spanish America: the enlightened Borbonic reforms and Borbonic ideas about empire and the empire’s relationship to its subjects given the changes in the colonies’ racial and ethnic composition. In this context we are interested in new ways of understanding the subaltern subjects and how these perspectives differ from discourses about them in prior eras. One such topic is the need to rethink and rewrite the conquest and other issues of colonial history.  
Another event of great importance is the participation of people from Spanish-America in conversations with other European metropolis besides Spain (we will both take into account and try to move beyond the so-called “dispute of the New World”). We are interested in the implementation of a discursive discipline for writing about the Indies and its subjects in a scientific manner; the relationship between this new set of rules of writing and the material conditions of people writing from “the field”; and in points of convergence and divergence between discourses and reality. 
“Jewelry as Reality and Metaphor”  Anne Betty Weinshenker, Dept. of Art and Design, Montclair State U., Tel: 973/655-7283; Fax: 973/655-7833; Email:  weinshenkera@mail.montclair.edu
Such a session could include papers on actual jewelry and its designers/makers during 

our period, including  national preferences, as well as the significance of the portrayal 

of jewelry in works of art and its roles in literature (as in Diderot's Les bijoux indiscrets) 

and politics (as in the affair of the Queen's necklace).  

“Race and Representation in Popular Culture” Susan Libby, Dept. of Art and Art History, Rollins College, 1000 Holt Ave., Winter Park, FL 32789, Tel: 407/646-2448, Fax: 407/628-6395: E-mail: slibby@rollins.edu and Alden Cavanaugh, Dept. of Art, Fine Arts 108, Indiana State U., Terre  Haute, IN 47809; Tel: 812/237-3631: Fax: 812-237-4369; E-mail: acavanaugh@isugw.indstate.edu
How was race represented in popular culture during the long eighteenth century? 

Where and how did Europeans and Americans encounter representations of "other" 

races in material culture (prints, domestic objects, decoration) and texts (literary, 

dramatic, historical, scientific)?  How might an object's or text's "lowbrow" status be

implicated in its modes of representing race? This session aims to provide a forum for 

scholars investigating conceptions of race as aimed at and/or produced by non-elite 

groups and practitioners. Papers might focus on the production and reception of 

specific objects or texts, ways in which notions of race were shaped by the object's or 

text's medium and/or means of dissemination, or more generally notions of what

constitutes the popular and the elite. We also welcome papers that examine definitions 

of race not merely as a taxonomic category of difference, but in its broadest cultural conceptions. Papers addressing cultural collisions between Europeans and various racial others are welcome, as are those that interrogate race as a question of  "breeding,"-- the transmission of certain physical or intellectual traits. Scholarship that questions previously underrepresented racial groups or geographies, or which employs critical or theoretical modalities in order to question normative assumptions about race, is particularly welcome.

digital projector, two slide projectors with remotes, one large projection screen (preferred) or two screens, dimming lights. 

“Eighteenth-Century Materialisms” Ruth Mack, Dept. of English, SUNY at Buffalo, 306 Clemens Hall, Buffalo, NY 14260; Tel: 716/553-1413; Fax: 716/645-5980; E-mail: ruthmack@buffalo.edu
This panel aims to consider eighteenth-century philosophical debates over materialism and the claims they make about identity and representation.  Papers might consider how materialisms figure actors, how the relation between body and mind is important for understanding an individual's choices or desires.  Papers also might consider how materialisms figure texts, how the relation between sensation and thought informs the idea of reading itself.  Panelists are welcome to consider these issues in philosophical texts or in texts of any other genre.  

“The Idea of the “ignis fatuus” in the Long Eighteenth Century” Wight Martindale, Jr. Lehigh U., 264 West 77 St, Apt 4, New York, N.Y. 10024; Tel: 610/203-6204; E-mail:        wmartindale1@nyc.rr.com

From Milton’s “Comus” to Johnson’s “Preface to Shakespeare” the idea of the “ignis fatuus” the often fatal distraction in a noble pursuit, fascinated the period’s best writers. In Rochester and Milton, the “ignis fatuus” leads to death and damnation, while Johnson exemplifies it merely with Shakespeare’s fondness for the quibble. The panel will examine the evolution of the idea and its uses during the period. 
“Annotating the Critical Edition”  Adam Rounce, English, School of Humanities,  Keele U., Staffordshire ST5 5BG; E-mail: a.rounce@engl.keele.ac.uk
The purpose of this session will be to examine the process of critical annotation of (or 
indeed in) eighteenth-century texts, and questions raised by different editorial 
examples. It will accommodate general arguments concerning theories of annotation, 
as well as specific case studies, and also welcome approaches related to book history 
and bibliography; papers are free to discuss either modern annotations, or to look at 
eighteenth-century editions.

”The Eighteenth-Century Interior:  Reconsidered, Reconfigured, Reconstructed”

Todd Larkin, Dept. of Art / 213 Haynes Hall / Montana State U., Bozeman, MT  59717; Tel: 406/ 994-2720; E-mail: tlarkin@montana.edu

This session joins recent attempts to foster a renewed interest in and appreciation for the so-called “minor genres” of the decorative arts by exploring the ways in which eighteenth-century interior decoration may have served to define or represent users and their activities.  Among the issues which may be addressed are design changes within specific decorative schemes or programs, technological innovations impacting craftsmanship or ornamentation, the social or political purposes to which spaces could be put; prose or poetic evocations of early modern interiors or interiority; nineteenth- and twentieth-century attempts to preserve, replicate, or adapt historic interiors to service new functions, such as to provide an industrial millionaire with social cache or to lend a museum setting a sense of authenticity.  Throughout these explorations, participants will come to a better understanding of how the eighteenth-century interior continues to resonate in discourse.

Slide and LCD Projector
“The Animal in Thought and Fable” Tony C. Brown, Dept. of English, The U. of Minnesota, 207 Lind Hall, 207 Church St SE, Minneapolis, MN 55408; Tel: 612/626-6123; 
E-mail: tcbrown@umn.edu 
The animal is something of a hot topic right now: MLA 2006 will boast  no less than three panels devoted in some way to it. So much of what  is being said and done on the topic, however, is framed by the  question: what is the animal for  the human. That is, this work  directly follows the paradigm set down by  Giorgio Agamben in his  book L'aperto: L'uomo e l'animale (2002), taking the animal to  constitute the human. This panel asks: Is there another way to understand the animal? And can we find that way (or indeed, ways) in  the eighteenth century? 
“Those Daring Young Men in Their Wonderful Balloons: The Science of Ballooning in the Eighteenth Century”  Robert Craig, E-mail: E-mail: craigrbcm@aol.com
The processes of “burning and rusting” begin to intrigue the German scientists Becher and Stahl in the late seventeenth century. In 1702 Stahl gives the name of his discovery, the Greek name, phlogzien, “to set alight.”  The quest for added information to explain the phlogiston concept, leads Lavoisier to dispel the theory but to discover oxygen.  From experiments in 1766 and the discovery of “flammable air,” by Cavendish, a very light gas, is later to be given the name of hydrogen. It is, however, not until two decades later that this “gas of choice for ballooning” comes into use.  Meanwhile, in a state of heightened inquisitiveness,  two French brothers, Joseph and Etienne Montgolfier, non-scientists, seek to perfect a method of “lifting paper bags” in to the sky through the use of hot air.  They win the race and become famous as the inventers of “hot air balloons.”  Not until 1783 and the work of J.A.C. Charles did the use of hydrogen make possible ballooning over extended distances and without the need for hot air.  August 23, 1783 became a major date in the history of man when, in the presence of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, the first man-made hydrogen filled balloon lifted into the heavens.  The following date of December 1, 1783 became the next most important date in history. On that day Charles and another Frenchman ascended into the skies for over two hours, traveling a distance of some 27 miles.  The “Age of the Enlightenment” at last was “off the ground and in the air.”

The purpose of this panel would be to offer panelists the opportunity to add insight into the meaning of “ballooning” as seen from the eighteenth--century perspective in France, England, and the United States, for its scientific pursuits, military use, pleasure, and just for “the love of flying.”
“Eighteenth-Century Poetry and the Pursuit of Happiness” Mary Carter, Emory U., Dept. of English, N-302 Callaway Center. 537 Kilgo Circle, Atlanta, GA 30322; Tel: 404/849-1993; 
Fax: 404/393-9677; E-mail: mcarte3@emory.edu 
A number of eighteenth-century poems deal explicitly with happiness, “our being’s end and aim,” as Pope calls it in An Essay on Man.  This panel invites papers on poems that consider how to attain happiness in a world that seemed by many accounts to be "a state in which much is to be endured and little to be enjoyed.”  Panelists are encouraged (but not required) to consider the psychological, social, aesthetic, and political implications of happiness and to connect their readings to the emerging field of positive psychology.  In their pursuit of happiness, panelists might also consider the following questions: What is the nature of happiness and its role in human life?  How is happiness experienced and represented in poetry?  What social and economic factors extend or diminish its scope?  How does skepticism affect happiness?  
“Prostitution Narratives” Jessica L. Hollis, 1215 Patterson Office Tower, Dept. of English, U. of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506, Tel: 859/275-1981; Fax: 859/323-1072; E-mail: 
lexiehollis@hotmail.com 
This panel seeks presentations that address eighteenth-century narratives of (female) prostitutes. Traditionally, scholarship has assumed two basic constructions of "the" eighteenth-century prostitute: she is either an innately lusty whore or an innocent victim, lured or forced into prostitution. These characterizations, moreover, have generally been thought to be culturally dominant at different historical moments, with the former usually aligned with the early part of the long century and the latter emerging in conjunction with the Magdalen project of the 1750s.  More importantly, it is the latter characterization that is understood to be narrative, to tell the story of "the" prostitute. 

In the last few years, these two constructions of eighteenth-century prostitutes have been questioned and complicated to different degrees in several disciplines: literary studies (Vivien Jones, Melissa Mowry, and, forthcoming, Laura J. Rosenthal), history (Randolph Trumbach), geography (Anthony Henderson), and art history (Sophia Carter). This panel seeks to continue this work by asking what other narratives (besides the latter century, sentimental victim narrative) of prostitutes do we find in the long eighteenth century, and what does narrative (as opposed to other forms/modes of representation or ways of reading) have to offer in terms of how prostitutes and/or prostitution were constructed and our understanding of those constructions. 

Since the victim narrative of the prostitute is usually structured along a geographical trajectory—the  rural innocent "falls" into prostitution after coming to the city—submissions that address geography, space, and/or spatial mobility are especially welcome.  Additionally, innovative presentations--those that are not 15-20 min. papers--are appreciated. 

Given that the term "prostitute" did not refer exclusively or mainly to women who sold sex for money for most of the long eighteenth-century, and that the distinction between "prostitutes" and women who had sex outside of marriage was unclear or simply absent, papers that address such ambiguities are also welcome.
“A Matter of Conscience:  Guilt, Salvation, and the Self in the Eighteenth Century” Duane Corpis, Dept. of History, Cornell U., 450 McGraw Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853; Tel: 450 McGraw Hall, Ithaca, NY  14853-4601; Tel: 607/255-8862; E-mail: nyc_munich@yahoo.com
The “conscience” is at the center of some of the most important theoretical issues of eighteenth-century political theory, jurisprudence, and theology.  Implicated in questions of sin and guilt, innocence and salvation, and the boundary between the public and private, the “conscience” served as a cornerstone in the construction of new forms of selfhood.  The aim of this panel is to historicize the category of conscience in two ways.  First, it will explore the ways that the conscience was defined within a range of eighteenth-century discourses * literary, political, judicial, theological, psychological.  Second, it will also invite papers that move  beyond iterations and explanations of the theoretical category by offering a social history of the conscience.  Specifically, we want to invite papers that explore whether and how the theoretical category was put into practice by both institutions of authority and ordinary people in their everyday lives. 

Slide Projector 
“Awkwardness: Teaching the Fraught, the Embarrassing, and the Taboo” (Roundtable) Brycchan Carey, Kingston U., London; E-mail: brycchan.carey@britishlibrary.net
Eighteenth-century writers approached delicate topics in ways that often differ very sharply from current practice and which have the potential to embarrass or even to offend students encountering them for the first time. Most teachers will have the experience of trying to lead classroom discussion on such topics as race, sex, religion, or gender and meeting with student horror, outrage, or embarrassed silence. In this roundtable session, established teachers of eighteenth-century literature will come together to ask such questions as how we teach erotic or scatological literature without the discussion becoming either prurient or puerile, how we conduct an open discussion on religious material without offending students of varying faiths, or none, and how we encourage students to engage productively with material that is now agreed to be blatantly sexist or racist. The panellists will share experiences and offer strategies for teaching difficult material in a way that encourages full student participation, but without either avoiding or misrepresenting the fact that eighteenth-century standards were very different to our own. 
“Works of Fancy:  Women, Literature, and Science” Judy A. Hayden, U. of Tampa,                      401 West Kennedy Blvd. Tampa, Florida  33606-1490; Tel: 813/253-3333, ext. 3535; Fax:             813/258-7237; E-mail: jhayden@ut.edu

This panel explores women and scientific discourse in the long eighteenth century.  Genres include, but are not limited to, poetry, prose (fiction and non-fiction), drama and art. This session focuses particularly on women utilizing scientific discovery, discourse, and/or representation in the context of their work rather than women specifically writing about science, although this would be of interest as well.

Overhead and LCD Projectors.


“Intersections of Femininity and Literacy in the Late Eighteenth Century” Jessika L Thomas, 955 Weaver St. Morgantown, WV  26505; Tel: 304/296-4680; Fax: 304/293-5380; 
E-mail: jessika.thomas@adelphia.net 
This session will explore the relationship between femininity and literacy during the late eighteenth century.  We see to generate a conversation about the influences of reading and writing on the cultural expectations of women:  In what ways had the emergence of women in the literary marketplace changed ideas about femininity?  How did women's reading influence their perception of themselves?  What was the role of fictional female characters in challenging the behavioral norms of literate women?  How did the power of female character types, such as the coquette, transform into literary influence? 
“Silent Voices and the Voices of Silence” Alistaire Tallent, Dept. of Romance Languages, Colorado College, 14 E Cache la Poudre St., Colorado Springs CO 80903; Tel: 719/ 389-6623; Fax: 719/389-6873; E-mail: alistaire.tallent@coloradocollege.edu
This panel seeks papers discussing any aspect of the theme of silence in the literature, music, art and history of the long eighteenth century. Topics may include but are not limited to: the power of silence, silent or silenced voices, alternative means of expression and discourse, visual representations of silence, silence in music and opera, etc.
“Visual Culture of the Ottoman-European Encounter” Kristel Smentek, Andrew W. Mellon Curatorial Fellow, The Frick Collection, 1 East 70th St., New York, NY 10021; Tel: 212/547-.6885; Fax: 212/628-4417; E-mail: smentek@frick.org
In the eighteenth century, Europeans and Ottomans alike interacted with each other to an unprecedented degree, adapting and assimilating aspects of the other's visual culture to their own. While the more fantastical European phenomenon of turquerie is well known, this session seeks to address attempts to engage with the actuality of each other's culture and to explore the visual manifestations of such attempts in textiles, dress, costume books, miniature painting, architecture, illustrated histories or travel accounts, set design and other media. 

powerpoint projector and slide projectors)
“Science and Domestic Life” Pam Lieske, 4925 Parkway Dr., Garfield Hts, OH 44125; Tel: 216) 581-7749; E-mail: plieske@kent.edu
This panel seeks to examine ways in which Enlightenment science intersects with individuals' private lives within the home. Any and all activities--utilitarian, recreational, aesthetic--that occur within the home, and that utilize, adapt, or transform some aspect of 
empirical science are welcome. Particular consideration will be given to selecting a panel 
of papers that crosses class lines and considers how elite and nonelite audiences utilize emerging science within their homes.   

“Women's Public and Private Writing in Eighteenth-Century England” Sharon Harrow, Dept.of English, Shippensburg U., 1871 Old Main Drive, Shippensburg, PA 17257; Tel: 717/477-1183; Fax: 717/477-4025; E-mail: srharr@ship.edu
This panel examines women's public and private writing in eighteenth-century England. What topics do individual women avoid and/or treat differently when they write for public and/or private consumption?  What are the methods by which women writers fashion themselves through their published work?  What do these choices tell us about the beliefs and the ambitions of these various writers? 

“The Judgments of Realism” Vivasvan Soni, U.of Michigan - Ann Arbor, 206 N Wallace Blvd., Ypsilanti, MI 48197; Tel: 734/487-1525; Fax: 734/763-3128; E-mail: vivasvan@umich.edu 
Eighteenth-century novels are fundamentally concerned with the problem of judgment, although the problem has been little studied. Some novels, especially those in the sentimental tradition, seek to bypass judgment while others strive to inculcate a practice of judgment in their readers. In particular, the “realism” of the nascent novel can operate in both these ways at once. The implicit debate on judgment among novelists is a symptom of a more widespread crisis of judgment in the eighteenth century. This panel welcomes proposals on any aspect of the problem of judgment in the emergent form of the novel, especially as it pertains to debates about “realism” in the early novel. What are the relations between novelistic practices and pedagogies of judgment and the emergent discourse of aesthetics? How do legal, political or philosophical paradigms of judgment shape the novel and vice versa? How are novels responding to a more widespread crisis in judgment during the period? In what ways might attention to the problem of judgment inflect our understanding of the “rise of the novel” differently?

“Reassessing the Marriage Act” Margaret Koehler, Dept. of English, One Otterbein College, Westerville, OH  43081; Tel: 614/823-1224; E-mail: mkoehler@otterbein.edu
During the last fifteen years, a great deal of historical, literary, and cultural studies scholarship has evaluated the social and legal impact of the Marriage Act on late eighteenth-century England.  At this crossroads and in light of recent scholarship, it is necessary to reassess our current understanding of the significance of the Marriage Act.  This panel invites papers that engage in this sort of reassessment.  
“New Approaches to John Dryden” Anne Barbeau Gardiner, 5 Ferndale Road, Brewster, NY 10509; Tel: 845/279-2965; E-mail:  abgardiner@msn.com
To reassess the uses of classical and early Christian antiquity in the eighteenth century, especially but not exclusively in Dryden, Swift and Pope. 

“Romanticism and the Gothic” Ellen Malenas, 943 Saint Charles Avenue, Charlottesville, VA 22901; Tel: 434/984-3673; E-mail: malenas@virginia.edu 
This panel invites papers investigating the slippery boundary between Romanticism and popular Gothic fiction from the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Possible papers could examine Gothic dramas by seminal figures in Romantic poetry (Coleridge’s /Osorio/, Wordsworth’s /Borderers/), the use of Gothic motifs in Romantic poetry, the appearance of Romantic poetry within Gothic prose (in Radcliffe or Smith’s novels), reception history and Romantic poets’ self-positioning in relation to Gothic writing, the gendering of these two simultaneous movements, and personal relationships among these writers (Matthew Lewis’s friendships with Scott and Byron). Papers with an inter-generic or cultural history approach are especially welcome. 

slide projector. 

"The Global Eighteenth Century" Naoki Yoshida,  5-22-9 Irifune, Otaru, Hokkaido 047-0021 JAPAN, Tel: (81) 134-27-5426; E-mail: yoshida@res.otaru-uc.ac.jp
This panel will assess how the Western Enlightenment is received, prepared, and taught at non-European universities.  All presentations will include comparative readings of individual works or groups of works from the long eighteenth century.  How are Johnson's and Voltaire's oriental tales taught at Asian and Middle Eastern universities?  What has been the fate of Diderot's noble savages in the modern South Pacific?  What is Sir William Jones's place on syllabi at the University of Delhi?  How has the concept of exotic been changed historically in Africa?  Panelists will be encouraged to discuss the reception history of eighteenth-century texts in their own national tradition and the export of their own scholarly work to Western academic circles.

"Postcolonial," "transnational," and "global" are key terms in western contemporary literary criticism.  But what is their role in non-Western critical discourse?  At ASECS in Atlanta current ideas about the center and 
the periphery will be problematized. By redrawing the national boundaries of the Enlightenment the panel will begin to interrogate and define new

meanings of the global "public sphere" for the future ASECS meetings and for eighteenth-century studies more broadly.
“Eighteenth-Century Love”  George Boulukos, Dept. of English, Southern Illinois U. Carbondale, Mailcode 4503, Carbondale, Illinois 62901; Tel: 618/453-6810; Fax: 618/453-8224;
E-mail: Boulukos@siu.edu
Stephanie Coontz, in Marriage: A History, has recently renewed the argument that marrying for love emerged into the cultural mainstream eighteenth century. 
However, she also contends that “love matches” continued to be seen as socially disruptive and dangerous into the nineteenth century. This panel seeks to examine the changing place of erotic love in eighteenth-century culture. Among the many questions one could address: how did love affect concepts of the self? How did it impact conceptions of gender difference?  How did it relate to religious concepts and practices? How did it relate to sentimental theories of 

sympathy and the passions? How and why have eighteenth-century views of love 

been altered for a twenty-first-century audience (for instance in the films Casanova and The Libertine)?
"Giving and Receiving Satisfaction: Dueling in Eighteenth-Century Literature and History" Kristine Niemeir, Hispanic Studies, U. of Kentucky and Mark Wood, English Dept. U. of Kentucky; E-mail: Kristie Niemeier (kristie.bulleit@uky.edu) or Mark Wood (mfwood0@uky.edu).

Possible topics include: the code duello and the social contract; dueling as spectacle, the politics of "satisfaction"; dueling and the passion/reason dichotomy; dueling as containment or escalation of violence; studies of the duel and public opinion; dueling, honor and the construction of gender, the duel and sentimentality.  
“Belief Sociabilities and Culture in the Anglophone Eighteenth Century”  Misty G. Anderson, 311 McClung Tower, Dept. of English, U. of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-0430; Tel: 865/974-6933; Fax: 865/974-6926; Email: manderson@utk.edu
Recent scholarship has begun to attend to the ways in which religious belief helped shape and develop eighteenth-century society, culture and literature. This panel aims to present cases which cast light on the relation between religion and secularity by focusing on the role that religious belief played in the formation of particular social congregations and in (ostensibly) non-religious print culture.  We welcome papers that will help formulate the relation between belief and the public sphere and life-world, two Habermasian concepts that seem useful in this context. The panel will explore the proposition that eighteenth-century religious belief, as it intersected with social/cultural/literary practice, cannot be thought of as essentially reactive or non-modern since it helped produce the 'modern' world to come. 

“Jonathan Swift and His Circle IV” Donald C. Mell, Dept. of English, U. of Delaware, 218 Memorial Hall, Newark, DE 19716; Tel: 302/831-3660; Fax: 302/831-1586; E-mail: dmell@udel.edu
This special session will explore the range of literary, political, and cultural connections and relationships between Swift and his Irish and English friends (and enemies) early and later in his career. Those treated may be well-known figures or more obscure but nevertheless important persons.

“Penetrating Interiors” Kathleen Lubey, Dept. of English, St. John Hall B40-13, St. John's U., 
8000 Utopia Parkway, Queens, NY 11439; Tel: 718/990 5615;  E-mail:  lubeyk@stjohns.edu
This panel seeks to contextualize British authors’ fervent commitment to examining interior experience in literature of the eighteenth century. Why are readers immersed in the private acts of characters, acts such as sex, prayer, pleasure, reading, writing, labor, domestic experience? What are the philosophical, spiritual, epistemological, and/or moral underpinnings of interiority in the eighteenth century, and how do they shape literary production?
“Reconsidering the Case of Thérèse Levasseur in Light of Recent Scholarship on J.-J. Rousseau” Ourida Mostefai, Boston College, Dept. of Romance Languages &  Literatures, Lyons Hall, 140 Commonwealth Avenue, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467-3804, E-mail: mostefai@bc.edu
This session proposes to reconsider the case of Thérèse Levasseur and  evaluate her role and place in the works and life of Jean-Jacques  Rousseau.  We propose to bring together contributions from scholars  working in various disciplines (literature, history, and politics,  among others) and examine the way Thérèse Levasseur became a subject  of controversy both during Rousseau’s life and following his death.  In particular, special attention will be paid to her role in the  handling of his estate, and the shaping of her character in the works  of contemporary authors, in particular the Mme de Stael and Mme de  Charrière.

“The Literary History of Sexuality” Paul Kelleher, Draper Program, New York U., 14 University Place, New York, NY 10003; Tel: 212/998-2109; E-mail: pk56@nyu.edu and Paul.Kelleher@oberlin.edu

This panel addresses the relationship between sexuality and literature in the long eighteenth century. Critics and historians, from a variety of perspectives, have suggested that "something happened" to conceptualizations (and practices)of the sexual and the literary in and around the eighteenth century--although what that "something" was remains an open question.  Accordingly, this panel will explore the mutually shaping relations between sexuality and literature, from Restoration to Romanticism.  Engagements with Foucault (critical and/or sympathetic) are welcome but not essential.

“The Scriblerian Poets” Margaret Koehler, Dept. of English, One Otterbein College,
Westerville, OH  43081; Tel: 614/823-1224; E-mail: mkoehler@otterbein.edu
The Scriblerus Club met regularly for only a brief season in 1714, but its members (who included Swift, Pope, Gay, and Parnell) went on to distinguished solo careers in poetry.  This panel invites papers to ask how the Scriblerian association (including post-1714 collaborations and correspondence) might have shaped the poetry of its individual members.  Papers might identify distinctly Scriblerian concerns and styles as well as Scriblerian relationships (imitative? influential? permeable? exclusive?) to other poetry of this period.  Panelists are encouraged to consider where the category of Scriblerian fits in a Twenty-first-century understanding of the broad range of eighteenth-century poetic voices.  
“Revisiting Rowe” Laura Engel, English Dept., 632A College Hall, Duquesne U., Pittsburgh, PA 15282; Tel: 412/396-1425; E-mail: Engell784@duq.edu 

Interdisciplinary panel seeks scholars taking a fresh look at Nicholas Rowe, a poet laureate, dramatist and Shakespearean who has received mixed reviews from both 
his contemporaries and subsequent scholarship, though his dramatic works continued to hold the stage for decades after his death. Papers may focus on any aspect of Rowe's career and works, including revivals, parodies, celebrated characters, private performances, musical settings, etc. 

CD player
“The Comedies of William Congreve” David B. Haley, Lind Hall 310c, 207 Church Street SE, Minneapolis, MN  55455, Tel: 612/625-6615; E-mail: dbhaley@umn.edu

The panel will focus on The Old Batchelour, The Double Dealer, Love for Love, 

and The Way of the World. Writing these plays in the decade after the Revolution, Congreve was by far the most important dramatist of the new Whig ascendancy.  His success in portraying the newly "reformed" manners in relation to libertine doctrines of marriage brought him praise from the nominally Tory Dryden and condemnation from the arch-Tory Collier.   

“Doing Eighteenth-Century and/or Feminist Studies at Religiously-Affiliated Institutions or with Religiously-Oriented Populations” (Roundtable) Shawn Lisa Maurer, 9 Bishop Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130; Tel: 617/983-1869; Fax: 617/524-2883; E-mail: smaurer@holycross.edu
The 2006 ASECS conference in Montreal revealed that many of us teach at

institutions with clear religious affiliations; moreover, many of us work at schools in which such affiliations may be less formally established but where campus and classroom culture may nonetheless be imbued with similarly powerful religious ideologies.  In this roundtable, panelists from a variety of institutional settings will address their experiences, sharing strategies for doing eighteenth-century and/or feminist work at a variety of religiously-affiliated or politically conservative institutions. How do our students' prior religious training and expectations influence the way we teach eighteenth-century literature and culture; conversely, how might we use our own training to affect these students' lives? 

Contemporary Criticism of Samuel Johnson” Gail Shivel, 5783 S.W. 40th Street #221 
Miami, Fla. 33155; Tel. and Fax: 305/667-7751; E-mail: shivel@earthlink.net
Borrowing a title from Spittal's 1940 work on contemporary criticism of Johnson, the panel solicits papers suitable for a standard three-paper conference session addressing critical responses to Johnson's work, during his lifetime and the generation after his death (to the end of the long eighteenth century). Papers will be selected with an eye toward variety; critical responses to Johnson's philosophy i.e. refutation of Berkeley and Continental responses are particularly encouraged, as are treatments of parodies and caricatures.

overheard projector 
“Look Who's Laughing:  Juxtaposing Male and Female Playwrights of the                             Restoration and Eighteenth Century” Bonnie Nelson, Dept. of English, Kansas State

U., 108 ECS, Manhattan, KS  66506; E-mail: Bonnie@ksu.edu 

Taking Gail Finney's edited collection, Look Who's Laughing  Gender and Comedy, as inspiration, this panel hopes not only "to establish a dialogic context which will illuminate [comedy by men and women]and bring into sharper relief the similarities as well as the differences between them"(Finney 5) but also hopes to encourage the teaching of female playwrights of this period. Panelists can take a variety of approaches(historical/cultural; theoretical; theatrical; pedagogical)to such questions as the following: Is women's comedy in this period less aggressive than men's?  Does it deal with more serious themes?  Is it more subversive?  As Finney asks, "Is women's comedy anything more than comedy by women?" Fruitful comparisons might involve (but are not limited to)Wycherley and Behn; Rowe and Trotter; Cibber and Centlivre; Goldsmith and Cowley; Richard and Frances Sheridan.
“Heraldry as Contested Symbolic Form” Douglas Fordham, U.of Virginia, McIntire Department of Art, P.O. Box 400130, Charlottesville, VA 22904; Tel: 434/243-2285; Fax: 434/924-3647;
E-mail: df2p@virginia.edu 

Emblem of the aristocracy and visual shorthand for landed privilege,  heraldry has largely remained the domain of antiquarians and  nostalgists.  And yet this loaded symbolic form was deployed by  novelists, caricaturists, politicians, and fine artists in an  astonishing variety of ways.  This session seeks papers from across  disciplines dealing with the deployment of heraldry in parodic,  oppositional, satirical, or other innovative ways. 
“Ethics and the Theory of Comedy in France and Britain, 1660 to 1800” Robert Dimit, The John W. Draper Program, New York U., 14 University Place, New York, NY  10012; 
Tel.: 212/998-3691; Fax.: 212/995-4691; E-mail: robert.dimit@nyu.edu 
Three 20-minute papers are sought for a panel on the place of ethics in British and French theories of comedy during the long eighteenth-century. While earlier interpretations of Aristotle’s Poetics provided a basis for the period’s discussions of tragedy’s moral force, critics interested in the ethical value of comedy could appeal to no equivalent tradition or founding text. Thus, from the prefaces of Molière and Shadwell, through the polemics of Bossuet and Collier, to the essays of Diderot, Beaumarchais, and Goldsmith, comedy was variously depicted as a corrupter of morality, as an ethically neutral diversion, or as a corrective of ethically questionable behavior. Papers on these critical debates, on individual theoretical positions, or on related theatrical practices are welcome, as are treatments of French, British, and comparative topics.
“The Natural Sequel of an Unnatural Beginning: New Directions in Jane Austen Studies” Janet Aikins Yount, Dept. of English, U. of New Hampshire, Hamilton Smith Hall, 
Durham, NH 02824; Tel: 603/862-3977; Fax: 603/862-3563; E-mail:  janet.yount@unh.edu 
In recent years, a number of new books and articles have revolutionized the study of Jane Austen's fiction.  New attention has been paid, for example, to editing history of her texts, to her novels' "style" and narratological powers, to Austen's own biography, to her fictions' place in relation to post-colonial theory, and to the translations of her verbal narratives into the visual, cinematic medium.  This panel will invite papers to speculate on future developments within Jane Austen studies as exemplified in new readings of her works.
“Political Culture and International Relations in Eighteenth-Century Europe” John Shovlin, History Dept., New York U., 53 Washington Square, South, New York, NY 10012; Tel: 212/ 998-8639; Fax: 212/995-4017; E-mail: john.shovlin@nyu.edu
In recent decades, the study of political culture has offered scholars new tools for 
analyzing politics, and has transformed our conception of the political realm itself. The consequence has been an increased sophistication in the practice of eighteenth-century European political history, and a marked revival of scholarly interest in the 

field. The purpose of this panel is to explore the extent to which similar approaches can be extended to the international arena. Can we speak of an international political culture? To what extent were relationships between states in eighteenth-century Europe mediated and shaped by shared values, practices, norms, and representations? What role did political culture play in producing or alleviating tensions between states, or in influencing the response of political actors to such tensions? The panel seeks contributions from scholars in any discipline exploring facets of the culture of international relations in eighteenth-century Europe. 
“The L- Word in Eighteenth-Century Studies” Miriam L. Wallace, Humanities COH-104, New College of Florida, 5700 N Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, FL 34243: Tel: 941/359-4335; Fax:            941/359-4479; E-mail: mwallace@ncf.edu
Eighteenth-Century Studies has proved a fertile field for examining the roots of modern identities and theoretical problems.  In the past decade important work has begun uncovering both historical experiences of same-sex erotics and artistic representations of the possibilities of same-sex affection and desire. Male homoeroticism, masculinities, and male transgressive passions and affections have become increasingly visible and are well-represented by a growing body of scholarship—from pirates and sodomy trials to molly houses and gothic fiction. Although cautious about terminology, male-male eroticism and sexuality has tended to be both more visible and to benefit in part from older literary traditions and classical conventions. While feminist critics have done extensive work in exploring women’s sexuality and desire, work that centers on women’s same-sex relations still seems underrepresented. Caught between the tendency for queer readings to emphasize masculine models or more ambiguous transgressions, and feminism’s legitimate concerns with the broader categories of women’s work and lives, female homosexuality and eroticism can seem either unrecoverable or invisible: subsumed under female friendships or limited to very rare documents such as the diary of Anne Lister (1791-1840).  Despite the historical problems and cautions that surround naming “lesbianism” or even “sapphism” in the eighteenth century, this panel asks what is at stake in claiming or revealing practices, representations, imaginings, and experiences in the long eighteenth century as lesbian?  What is to be gained by making this explicitly political and troublesome transhistorical move? 

Papers are invited that 1)engage with historical practices and historicized understandings of women’s same-sex erotic and affective lives, or 2)with artistic, literary, or popular representations of these, or 3)that speculatively seek to explore the tensions in asking what we might choose to name as “lesbian” and what we might gain by making such a choice for the long eighteenth century.  15-20 minute formal conference presentations, field open and interdisciplinary work encouraged.

“Teaching the Eighteenth Century at the HBCU” Elaine Anderson Phillips, Dept. of Languages, Literature and Philosophy, Tennessee State U., 3500 John A. Merritt Blvd, Nashville, TN 37209-1561; E-mail: ephillips@tnstate.edu
With its strong collection of Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Atlanta seems like the appropriate setting for a panel considering the teaching of the long eighteenth century in institutions that serve students of color.  The dichotomy between enlightenment ideals of personal autonomy and rights and an expanding slave trade specializing in Africans makes the eighteenth century both relevant and troubling to scholars, teachers and students of the period.  I am interested in papers that focus on teaching canonical and noncanonical texts at HBCUs, incorporate transatlantic approaches to course materials, and/or address particular concerns and/or issues pertaining to the topic at hand.

“Fenelon and Eighteenth-Century Taste” Patricia A. Ward, Dept. of French and Comparative Literature, Box 6312 B, Vanderbilt U., Nashville, TN., 37235; Tel: 615/322-6900; Fax: 615/343-6909; E-mail: patricia.a.ward@vanderbilt.edu
 
A continuation of the session at the 2006 meeting on Fenelon and Eighteenth-Century 
Culture, an effort to promote the re-evaluation of this influential figure.  This session will emphasize aesthetic issues:  style; classicism versus pre-romanticism; didacticism, genres and  taste; the visual arts.  Topics may be proposed from European and American cultural contexts (both high and popular culture).

“Aesthetic Harmony and Social Discord: Image, Idea, and Text in the World of Hogarth and His Contemporaries”Deborah A. Walden, 2828 Old Hickory Blvd., #1107, Nashville, TN  37221; Tel: 615/337-3839; Fax: 615/343-3786; E-mail: deborahwalden@yahoo.com 
This seminar will entertain a variety of cross-cultural and interdisciplinary approaches. It engages the social discourse between new and established ideas about the arts in the eighteenth century, and will include topics related to visual art, literature, music and history.  The seminar will be open to all members, and encourage a diverse range of fields and interests.

LCD projector 
“The Sententious Century” Marvin D. L. Lansverk, English Dept., Montana State U., Bozeman, MT, 59717; Tel: 406/994-5198; Fax:  406/994-2422; E-mail:      lansverk@english.montana.edu

Papers on any aspect of sententiousness (proverbs, didacticism, aphorisms, 

apothegms, etc) and/or wisdom in the eighteenth century, including sententiousness in the various genres and as genre, the social construction of wisdom, and the forms and iconography of wisdom.  
CD projector

“Britain’s ‘Green Language’: Georgic and Pastoral in the Long Eighteenth Century”
Mark A. Pedreira, U.of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras, P.O. Box 23356 San Juan, Puerto Rico 00931; Tel: 787/764-0000, ext. 3828; E-mail: mpedreira@prtc.net

In the long eighteenth century, poets and critics engaged in heated debates about the status and nature of pastoral.  This seminar will have three or four speakers who discuss any aspect of pastoral or georgic in the long eighteenth century, extending from Dryden to Wordsworth.

“Creation and Procreation: Towards a Medical & Cultural History of the Imagination”  Liz Claire, 7, rue Oberkampf, 75011 Paris; E-mail: lizclaire@nyu.edu
This panel will explore specific developments in the medical, religious and philosophical 
discourses and ideologies about what the human imagination was.  We encourage contributions that illuminate the gender-specific ramifications of how the imagination was treated, discussed, represented and defined, although this is not requisite for a successful proposal.

The comparative analysis works to synthesize both medical and cultural perspectives on the history of corporeal knowledge and creative praxes of the imagination.  The panel welcomes proposals that would augment this exploration.

“Women and Novels at Late Century, 1780-1820” Amy R. Moreno, English Dept, Franklin and Marshall College, P.O. Box 3003, Lancaster, PA 17604-3003; Tel: 717/278-4595;Fax: 717/291-4156; E-mail:  amoreno@fandm.edu

This panel invites proposals for papers that address the issues, intersections, and shared generic conventions of novels by women at late century, both in America and in Britain.  How do women writers explode novelistic conventions?; how do they speak to each other, even (or especially) across transatlantic boundaries?; how do women’s novels at the close of the eighteenth century and at the beginning of the nineteenth century recycle old themes, retell similar stories, explore the “woman question”?; what political questions are being raised by women novelists of this period?; are texts by American women substantively different, generically similar, thematically opposed to British women’s texts?; are the boundaries/categories of female subjectivity more or less established by earlier women writers threatened, widened, or narrowed by later texts by women?  All these discussions and inquiries, and more, are invited.
“Ottomans and Europeans in the Long Eighteenth Century” Vassiliki Tsitsopoulou, : 353 De Bartolo Hall, Notre Dame, IN 46556; Tel: 574/631-9148; Fax: 574/631-8047; E-mail:         vtsitsop@nd.edu

Papers from across the disciplines are solicited on any aspect of Ottoman-European relations and its implications (theoretical, epistemological, historical, disciplinary, etc.) in terms of how we understand the Enlightenment. 

“‘The Chocolate Made Me Do It’: The Eighteenth-Century Use of Stimulants… and Their Effects” Margaret E. Bonds, Dept. of Spanish, Sewanee: The University of the South
735 University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 37383-1000; Tel: 931/598-1174; Fax: 931/598-1145; 

E-mail: pbonds@sewanee.edu
"The chocolate made me do it" actually formed part of an eighteenth-century defense before a Tribunal of the Inquisition in Mexico by a priest accused of certain misbehavior with a young lady; other stimulants carry their own interesting stories. The debut of Bach's Kaffee-kantata in Leipzig in 1734 and the Boston Tea Party of 1773 both give testimony to the importance of these stimulants during the eighteenth century, a time when the first coffee houses were opened in some European cities and "the bitter invention of Satan" became all the rage. Venice, it is said, had over 200 coffee outlets by 1763. There are tales to be told of the intrigues involving the procurement these precious stimulants, and this ASECS session is the place to hear them. If a large number of brief submissions are received, we will treat this as a round table; if not, we will use the standard three-paper format with a response. It is hoped that this topic will attract presenters whose specialties span many languages on both sides of the Atlantic as well as historians and researchers in the fine arts.

“Pitching the Eighteenth Century: A Pedagogical Roundtable” (Roundtable) Emily Hodgson Anderson, Dept. of English, U. of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 90089-0354; Tel: 213/740-3744; E-mail: ehanders@usc.edu
This roundtable encourages participants to consider a question rarely asked at ASECS, but often asked outside of it: how do we “pitch” eighteenth-century literature?  That is, how do we persuade our students (as well as our departments and administrations) of our discipline’s inherent interest and importance? 

Ideally, participants from a wide variety of institutions will discuss how they incorporate, and present, eighteenth-century literature in undergraduate and graduate curricula.  How do we encourage undergraduates, who often leave high school knowing nothing about the eighteenth century, to commit to an eighteenth-century literature course? What role does or could eighteenth-century literature play in our survey courses?  What role could it play in seminars directed at non-majors?  How do we stimulate graduate-student interest in our period?  What strategies do we use to draw graduate students from other periods to our classes?  Participants might also consider how these teaching questions raise broader questions about the role of eighteenth-century courses within their departmental curriculum, or to reflect on what these questions reveal about the position of our discipline within the larger discipline of literary studies.

“Women of Colour in Long Eighteenth-Century Literature and Culture” Lyndon J. Dominique, English Dept., Georgetown U., 37th & O St.s NW, Washington, DC 20057; Tel: 202/687-4534; Fax: 202/687-5445; E-mail: dominiql@georgetown.edu 
This panel is designed to bring together visual, literary, and historical representations of women of colour in the long eighteenth century, particularly, but not exclusively, as they are seen to complicate the ways Britons and other Europeans deal with issues of race, empire, marriage, beauty, slavery, freedom, female independence, and inheritance laws. 
LCD Projector

“Race, Homosocial Desire and the Black in Ernst Lorenz Rathelf’s Die Mohrinn zu Hamburg (1775)” Wendy Sutherland, Humanities Division, New College of Florida, 5700 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34243; Tel: 941/359-4697; Email: wsutherland@ncf.edu
In Ernst Lorenz Rathelf’s Die Mohrinn zu Hamburg, the conflict deals with an inappropriate marital match and the familial and social consequences of such a match.  More specifically, the conflict centers around a love triangle: the wealthy, white man Gorden is betrothed to his beautiful white cousin, Emilia, but is drawn to the freed black Cadige for her beautiful soul.  In the eyes of Gorden, both women are imperfect: Emilia possesses physical beauty, and Cadige a beautiful soul, but neither woman possesses both traits, and Gorden’s search for perfection in female form is thwarted.  On taking a second look at the conflict, another plot layer emerges, that of homosocial desire as depicted in Gorden’s fascination with seeing Cadige’s African lover Zaduc, portrayed as physically beautiful and morally pure.  The plot is marked with distinct stations that lead up to the seeing of Zaduc and the ultimate friendship of both men, which is made possible through the death of Cadige, over whose corpse this friendship is conceivable. Using Jakob Michael Reinhold Lenz’ comedy, Die Soldaten, written in the same year as Rathelf’s Die Mohrinn zu Hamburg, and Roman Graf’s reading of this play as one depicting homosocial desire, as well as Eve Sedgwick’s Between Men: English Literature and Male Homosocial Desire, and I would like to show that Gorden’s Hamlet-like indecisiveness in his choice of a marriage partner and his hopeless search for perfection in a woman is symptomatic of homosocial desire, defined by Sedgwick as “social bonds between persons of the same sex.”  I will explore the following questions:  What is the role of the two women in the patriarchal world depicted in the text?  How are family ties and social expectations linked to the conflict and what does it mean that Gorden’s desire to see Zaduc reflects his own desire for aesthetic fulfillment?  What does it mean that Zaduc is himself a slave and what role does race play in the power relations of desire and possession?  How does homosocial desire tie into one of the main motifs of the German bourgeois tragedy, seduction?  What symbolizes phallic power and how does it function?  How is the “traffic in women” through marriage realized and how does it mirror the traffic in slaves in the triangular trade?  And finally, how does the introduction of race into the genre of eighteenth-century German bourgeois tragedy change the constellation of figures and events when compared to the traditional bourgeois tragedies in which class, and not race, represents the moment of inappropriateness.   

“Genres of Experience and Genres of History: Eighteenth-Century Texts as Archive, Historiography and Fiction” Olivera Jokic, English Dept., U. of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 48109; Tel: 734/709-4900; E-mail: ojokic@umich.edu 
This seminar invites scholars from different disciplines to ponder how their fields imagine connections between texts of historiography and texts of literature in their own work. Seeking to put into conversation the wealth of literary scholars’ contributions to the study of eighteenth-century colonialism, and the rigorous effort of social scientists and historians to establish compelling narratives about the past, we particularly welcome papers that inquire into colonialist constitution and historiographical reconstitution of empires by means of writing and documentation as aides in discerning between fact and fiction. 

We especially encourage papers that examine the creation of reading canons for literary and historical study around languages of nations which serve to limit the disciplines’ spheres of interest. In anticipation of consequences of this conversation between disciplines for teaching methodologies, we invite models and suggestions for acknowledging the contacts between fact and fiction in literary, social and cultural histories in the classroom.

“‘To Exhibit a Dumb Shew’: Hogarth and the Theater” Matthew S. Buckley, Dept. of English, Rutgers U., 510 George Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901; Tel: 646/245-6918; Fax:             732/932-1150; E-mail: buckley@rutgers.edu

This seminar will investigate Hogarth’s engagement with the theatrical culture of his time, with particular emphasis on understanding the relationship between contemporary modes of theatrical representation and the artist’s aesthetic and narrative techniques.  The topic is a timely one, building upon growing interest in Hogarth’s pictorial appropriation of theatrical methods, a surge of recent attention to contemporary popular theater, social performance, and leisure practice, and an increasingly evident appreciation of Hogarth’s interest to interdisciplinary studies.  Rather than simply reviewing again the way Hogarth’s work takes up the theater as a subject or motif, the intent of the seminar will be to explore what seems increasingly to have been a complex and fundamental relationship between the artist’s outlook and method and the period’s intensive renegotiation of theatrical performance practices, spectatorship, and popular culture.  

projector, a slide projector


“Vindicating Origins: Exiles and Imagination” Enid Valle, 1200 Academy St., Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, MI 49008; E-mail: Enid.Valle@kzoo.edu

Throughout the long eighteenth century exiles abound all over the globe, whether by virtue of the Grand Tour, of the pursuit of knowledge, of wealth, or of adventure—among many reasons.   Exiles make true the concept of the “contact zone” as they reach out for a variety of artistic expressions capable of incorporating, creating and/or validating their origins within a society that places them at the borders.  This session seeks panelists who will closely examine the relationship between exile and imagination, as well as problematize the notion of origin as a tool for negotiating space, and who will  bring a variety of perspectives and approaches in several disciplines such as history, art history, literature, and religion.

“Science and Everyday Life” Julie Chun Kim, Dept. of English, U.of Florida, 4008 Turlington Hall, P.O. Box 117310, Gainesville, FL 32611-7310; Tel: 215/908-1975 (cell); Fax: 352/392-0860; E-mail: juliekim@english.ufl.edu 
This seminar aims to explore the connections between eighteenth-century science and everyday life. In doing so, it will bring together scholarship on two major developments of the eighteenth century: the expansion of the natural and social sciences and scientific literature on the one hand and the proliferation of commodities and writings on consumer culture on the other. Although these two phenomena may seem unrelated, interest in the details of everyday life and its material dimensions motivated the studies of many natural philosophers and thinkers of the time. For instance, Diderot and d’Alembert’s Encyclopédie contains entries not only on mathematics and physics but also on cooking and tailoring. Additionally, as medical treatises reveal, physicians relied on both empirical methods and practical knowledge about the effects of specific foods and drinks on the body. Those producing travel narratives and other accounts of nature and geography similarly combined theoretical speculation with on-the-ground descriptions of navigation and survival. Finally, in helping to lay the foundations for the modern fields of economics and anthropology, Scottish Enlightenment thinkers very much concerned themselves with seemingly mundane details about the acquisition, production, and consumption of goods. These examples suggest the need to rethink the relationship between science and other forms of knowledge in the eighteenth century. Papers analyzing the influences of everyday life on science are welcome, as are papers addressing the following questions: How did scientific writings reflect new, sophisticated analyses of consumer culture appearing in eighteenth-century literature? Can these analyses of consumer culture be seen as scientific in their own right? To what extent can we say that a new science of the everyday was emerging in the eighteenth century? Do the resonances between scientific and non-scientific texts suggest the need to rethink the categories of science and practice themselves? 

“Encountering the Past: Early Forms of Neo-Classical Art and Architecture” Alden Gordon, Trinity College and Meredith Martin, Columbia U., Dept. of Fine Arts, Hallden Hall, Trinity College, 300 Summit Street, Hartford, CT 06106-3100; Tel: 860-297-2205; Fax: 860/297-5349; E-mail: alden.gordon@trincoll.edu; msmartin@fas.harvard.edu
This panel will examine the origins and earliest elaboration of the “Neo-Classical” style in eighteenth-century art and architecture. Although European artists, writers, and philosophers had long held an attachment to and fascination with antiquity, it was only in the middle decades of the eighteenth century that this interest developed into a style, with a particular set of formal and cultural concerns. Topics to explore might include innovations in architectural design, like the French “Serlian” or “le goût grec” styles; race and gender in Neo-classical representation; and the critical ascendancy of Neo-classicism over the Rococo. We are also interested in examining how material encounters with the classical past, through travel and archaeological excavations, shaped the development of Neo-classicism as an aesthetic and an idea. Cross-cultural comparisons and interdisciplinary investigations are encouraged.

Digital projector and/or dual slide projectors

“Women Novelists of the 1750’s” Susan Carlile, English Dept., California State U., Long Beach, 1250 Bellflower Blvd., Long Beach, CA   90814; Tel: 562/433-5130; E-mail: scarlile@csulb.edu 
Little work has been done on the development of the novel in the 1750's. After Jerry Beasely’s ambitious study of the fiction between Pamela and Tom Jones (Novels of the 1740’s, 1982) the discussion about the development of the novel often jumps directly to it's  expansion in the 1770's. Thomas Keymer in Sterne, the Moderns and the Novel, (Oxford 2002) dedicates a chapter to unpacking the importance of  the 1750's to the development of the novel. He claims “this is a crucial decade in the history of the novel, and one that poses an interesting challenge to our assumptions about the genre” He also  suggests that the 1750’s generated an anxiety of influence for future  fiction writers, explaining that “in preface after preface the  shadows of Richardson and Fielding loom large, and essentially the  same picture recurs” (53). However, Keymer pays closest attention to male authors of this period. 

James Raven describes the 1750’s and 1760’s as “a period of marked if sometimes halting growth’ in the publication of new fiction” (British Fiction, 7). This could suggest that the novel was faltering and might even be in danger of extinction. However, although fewer novels are published during this period, the decade is also marked by a new experimentation, and much of this new writing was done by women.  During this period the four most prolific women authors were Charlotte Lennox, Eliza Haywood, Sarah Fielding and Sarah Scott. All of these women were successful novelists; however, they also became successful by writing in other genres as well. 

This panel will explore the role that women played in the development of the novel in the 1750’s. Papers presented will suggest what may have been occurring during a decade that fostered creativity and kept  the novel alive, and thus led to the expansion of the genre in the  1770’s. Was an anxiety of influence manifesting itself in significant ways? Papers might also consider the role of other genres as they pertain to the development of the novel.
“Investigating Diversions” Vivian P. Cameron, Independent Scholar and William W. Clark, Queens College, CUNY, 19 Edgehill Road, New Haven, Ct. 06511; Tel: 203/773-1354: E-mail: vpcameron@snet.net
Over the course of the eighteenth century, people explored a variety of diversions-from hunting to card-playing, masquerades to skating-to avoid the dreaded boredom so often mentioned in letters and memoirs.  This session will consider textual accounts and visual representations of these pastimes, the latter including paintings, ceramics, sculpture, architecture, and the like.  Papers that consider broader issues related to specific diversions are particularly welcome.  For example, was hunting a diversion, a sport, or a necessity?  How was bathing/swimming related to matters of health?  What is the connection between card-playing and sociability?  What does a nature morte by Chardin tell us about the hunt or about musical activities? 

2 slide projectors, 2 screens, 2 remote controls, 2 carousels, power-point projector

"The Restoration: New Approaches" John P. Zomchick, Dept. of English, U. of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN 37996-0430; Tel: 865/974-6928; Fax: (865) 974-6926; E-mail: zomchick@utk.edu
This session will be hosted by Restoration: Studies in English Literary Culture, 1660-1700. The panel's organizing rubric is very broad, but we seek papers that employ or reflect on new departures in scholarship on the period, such as disability or postcolonial studies;  engage with recent major critical studies (Ballaster, McKeon, etc.); or attempt to revise dominant understandings of the cultural, economic, literary, political, or social history of the time.

“Teaching Partisan Politics in the Literature Classroom” (Roundtable) Jeffrey Galbraith, 374 Concord Ave #1, Cambridge, MA 02138; E-mail: jgalbrai@indiana.edu

The intersections between literature and partisan politics in the long eighteenth century present several challenges for students of literature. With this in mind, I solicit proposals that speak to what has worked well in the classroom, from approaches to specific texts to rationales for course organization. How much talk of Whig and Tory (and the variations thereof) can undergraduate students take? What strategies are useful for staging the importance of partisan identity for the interpretation of literary texts? How do these strategies differ depending on literary genre? In what ways is the teaching of partisan politics compatible with theory? gender studies? How is the wrangling of today’s political landscape useful for returning to the literature of the eighteenth century? Presentations will be limited to 7-10 minutes.

“Rethinking Religious Tolerance in the Enlightenment” David Alvarez, 9148 Skyline Drive, Oakland, CA  94611; Tel: 510/282-2733; E-mail: dalvarez@ucdavis.edu

How does the Enlightenment promote religious toleration?  This panel will consider both representations of religious tolerance and the aesthetic itself as a means to promote tolerance in the Enlightenment. Papers that consider toleration in relation to anxieties about Enlightenment modes of disciplinarity, the containment of conversation in the public sphere, or the ideological interests served by the promotion of toleration are welcome, as are investigations of the rhetoric of tolerance, the formation of liberal subjectivity, and ambivalent treatments of tolerance.
“The Sermon in the Eighteenth Century” Kelly Barry, Dept. of Germanic Languages and Literatures, Columbia U., E--mail: klb10@columbia.edu
This panel will consider the tenacity and expansion of the sermon as a discursive form in the eighteenth century, in particular the transformation of the sermon into a literary genre. How are the fortunes of the traditional sermon tied to the rise of the print medium in this period? In what ways does the sermon serve to popularize (or resist) new currents in religious,  philosophical, and anthropological thought? Papers welcome from literary studies, history, religion.   

 “The Servant Problem in the Eighteenth Century” Jeannie Dalporto, U.of Charleston, 2300 MacCorkle Ave. S.E. Charleston, WV 25304; Tel: 304/357-4733; E-mail: jeanniedalporto@ucwv.edu

This seminar invites papers that explore any aspect of discourse about servants in the eighteenth century, including economics, gender, class, status, representations of servants in literature, and the imaginative and physical spaces that servants occupied. 

PowerPoint
“The Reviews are in! Artists and Critics in the Long Eighteenth Century” Kristin O'Rourke, Dartmouth College, 6201 Wentworth Hall, Hanover, NH 03755; tel: 603/646-6489; E-mail: Kristin.O'Rourke@Dartmouth.EDU
Since 1748 when La Font de Saint-Yenne published his scathing review of the state of French painting visible at the Salon of the year before, the critic's voice has often been a hostile one. Implied in its very name is not the neutral evaluation of work but the (usually) partisan critique. This session will examine the intersection of the subject and object of criticism on art, using the first century of art criticism to develop a general sense of the dialogic relationship between art and its reception. Following Jauss and more recently Bohrer, this panel seeks to explore how reception does indeed influence production. This does not mean only following the advice of critics but often ignoring it or deliberately flaunting it to varying consequences. This panel would also welcome counter-examples that may disprove this. Focusing on any area of art and criticism in the long eighteenth century, this session welcomes case studies on individual artists or critics as well as discursive or historical investigations into the relationship of art to criticism, and criticism to art, a relationship that in effect defines the modern art world.

Questions posed by this panel would ideally include the following: How do artists, authors and critics overlap? How is art criticism as a genre developed at this time? How does existing journalism or cultural writing metamorphose into art criticism? What was the reach of the critical review? How have particular critical relationships become canonical and what influence did this have over the historical reputation of both artist and critic?

Critics often came out of the ranks of writers, novelists, poets and playwrights, and trained artists. The disjuncture between the most well known critics and the best criticism had often to do with the literary quality of art criticism - the amateur vs. the professional. The earliest critics came out of both arenas and this split continued later throughout the nineteenth century as the more pedantic and technical criticism of artists was often at odds with the poetic, often evocative criticism of authors. What I would like to explore in this panel is not only what influence certain critics or bodies of criticism had on the careers of particular artists (for example, the relationship between Diderot and Greuze or Delecluze and David), but also how criticism itself was shaped by the structure of the art world - the exhibitions, the state-system, the artist's studio, etc.

The work done by Richard Wrigley, among others, on the origins and development of art criticism, investigating not only the earliest traces of this genre but its main traits or tropes has been crucial in a reevaluation of this textual genre vis à vis art production. Much work remains to be done in the study of art criticism to more fully understand the connections between early art criticism and that of the classic modern period of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The power of the critics over careers and finances, the sometimes competing demands of art journalism and art history have colored the art world up until today. The market of art, a primary symptom of the modern art world, has been intimately linked to the pervasive power of criticism since the eighteenth century. Although this panel has been generally conceived in terms of France, I wish to develop a cross-cultural exploration of this topic, incorporating papers on critics, writers and artists from across the globe.

“Circum-Atlantic Outlawries” Keith Sandiford, English Dept., Louisiana State U., Baton Rouge, LA 70803; Tel: 225/578-2236; Fax: 225/578-4129; E-mail: ksandif@lsu.edu

Papers are invited which focus on postcolonial and other contemporary approaches to piracy, marronage and their intersections with various forms of outlawry. Panelists may discuss the complicities and/or antagonisms of pirates, maroons and fugitive slaves in their relations to political structures  and ideological formations. Especially welcome will be papers examining the presence, identities and functions of slaves in maritime zones and occupations.

Slide Projector

“Ballads and Songs in the Eighteenth Century” Ruth Perry, 43 Fayette St., Cambridge, MA 02139; Tel: 617/253-8876; Fax: 617/354-5832; E-mail: rperry@mit.edu
This session is intended to raise our awareness of the place of ballads in the roundscape of eighteenth-century life as well as their place in the literary and historical record.

CD Player

“Henry Fielding: The Comic Novel in Context”  Adam Potkay, 710 Hamilton St., Williamsburg, VA 23185; Tel: 757/220-4759 (home); 757/221-3914 (office); Fax: 757/221-1844; E-mail: aspotk@wm.edu  
Recent interest in the novel as a trans-historical, cosmopolitan phenomenon-​  

evinced in Doody’s True Story of the Novel and in essays (by Aravamudan, 

James Turner, et al.) in the Blackwell Companion to the eighteenth -Century Novel (’05)-- makes this an opportune moment to reconsider the fictions of Fielding, who drew on narrative traditions extending back to the Hellenistic world and evidenced in Cervantes, Scarron, and other continental authors.  Other possible contexts for Fielding's novels include visual arts, music, theological or theatrical controversies, developing notions of "character," etc. 

“Productive Failure in the Eighteenth-Century Classroom:  Learning from What Doesn’t Work” Steve Newman, Dept. of English, Temple U., 1114 W. Berks St., Philadelphia, PA 19122; Tel: 215/204-3181; Fax: 215/204-9620; E-mail: snewman@temple.edu
Frequently, our discussions about teaching courses in the Long Eighteenth Century are animated by our frustrations about what hasn’t worked, how our best-laid plans have “gang agley.”  I propose to convene a Round Table as a first step in trying to find useful patterns in these pedagogical failures, to generate knowledge that we can share.  For instance, what do these problems have to do with the literacies our students bring or do not bring to the classroom?  With matters of identification and desire that are bound up in the pedagogical situation?  With assumptions about the past or about differences in race, gender, class, and sexual orientation?  What can we infer from these failures about our varying ideas about what counts as knowledge in our classes?  
My goal here is not a pity party or a forgetting of our many successes but rather an anatomy of the resistances we encounter and may be generating wittingly or unwittingly. I would welcome to the discussion reflections on pedagogy “in” the eighteenth century as well and how it is or isn’t continuous with our practices today.  I envision 5-6 participants each giving brief presentations that revolve around one specific failure and then opening the discussion to others.    

“Women and the Theatre” Diana K. Solomon, University Writing Program, Duke U., Bell Tower 1, Box 90025, Durham, NC 27708-0025; Tel: 919/660.4390; Fax: 919/681.0637; E-mail: dsolomon@duke.edu 

This panel will explore the various ways women took part  in theatrical ventures. 

Papers concerning female performers, theatre  managers, playwrights, spectators, and/or critics are welcomed. 
overhead, digital projector  

“Varieties of Religious Dissent in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century Britian” Toni Bowers, Dept. of English, U. of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6273; Tel: 215/898-7341; Fax: 215/573-2063; E-mail: tbowers@english.upenn.edu
This panel will address the strategies—linguistic, behavioral, liturgical, etc.—of non-Anglicans in Britain between 1600 and 1800. Papers especially welcome on (1) those who for various reasons pretended to be Anglicans (eg. Occasional conformists; King Charles II) and (2) atheists.

“Paratexts” Caroline Breashears, Dept. of English, 102 Richardson Hall, St. Lawrence U., Canton, NY 13617; Tel: 315/ 229-5146; E-mail: cbreashears@stlawu.edu
Gerard Genette’s Paratexts suggests in general the complex meanings and uses of paratexts, those thresholds or fringes of texts that present them to readers.  How can studying paratexts—titles, authors’ names, dedications, prefaces, epigraphs, and other materials—enhance our understanding of eighteenth-century literature in particular?  What paratextual strategies are used in this period by individual authors, groups, or publishers?  How do such strategies mediate the relations between readers and unconventional texts or emerging genres?  

“How to Teach the Transatlantic or Hemispheric Eighteenth Century” (Roundtable) Ruth Hill, 211 5th St., SW, #105; Charlottesville, VA 22903; Tel: 434/296/9833; E-mail: rah8t@virginia.edu
To share ideas, strategies, syllabi, etc., across the disciplines of French, English, History, Spanish, and so on.

A/V – LCD Projector

“New Work on the Royal Society”  Walter H. Keithley, 701 W. 11th St. Tempe, AZ 85281; Tel: 480/213-8455; E-mail: walter.keithley@asu.edu         

Scholars from any discipline are invited to present new work on any aspect of the early activities of the Royal Society of London (1660- 1800).

“Ceaseless Strife to Perpetual Peace: The Challenge of War in the Eighteenth Century” Arnd Bohm; Carleton U.; Dept. of English; 1125 Colonel By Drive; Ottawa, ON K1S 5B6; Tel: 613/526-3440; Fx: 613/520-3544; E-mail: abohm@connect.carleton.ca

The more or less continuous series of wars in the eighteenth century posed a fundamental challenge to advocates of reason, toleration and cosmopolitanism. The irenicists and pacifists may not have prevailed, but there were many efforts to put an end to conflict, from Penn's colony to Kant's essay on perpetual peace. Papers are invited on all aspects of anti-war thinking, planning and activism in the shorter eighteenth century (1690-1790). 

“Nighttime in the Eighteenth Century” Theresa Braunschneider, English Dept., Washington and Lee U.; Lexington, VA 24450; Tel: 540/463-7223; Fax: 540/458-8708; E-mail: braunt@wlu.edu
Proposals welcomed for papers considering aspects of the nocturnal (darkness, sleep, leisure, crime, sex, quiet) from any disciplinary perspective: e.g., nighttime as a poetic trope, a setting for visual representations, a scientific problem, a collection of material practices and conditions with a history distinct from the daytime. Papers considering night as a specifically gendered and/or classed concept/realm of experience are especially encouraged. 

Vico and the Idea of Counter-Enlightenment Philosophy” Donald Phillip Verene, Dept. of Philosophy, Emory U., Atlanta, GA 30322; Tel: 404/727-4340; Fax: 404/712-9425; (No Email)
The article on “Counter-Enlightenment” by Albertan-Coppola (Encyclopedia of

the Enlightenment, Oxford, 2003) presents it as based in the works of various playwrights and journalists. Isaiah Berlin advocated the existence of Counter-Enlightenment philosophy in Vico and further in Herder and Hamann.  Is there such a movement in Eighteenth-Century philosophy? If so, what is its nature?

